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17 1 HOEVER is tolerably read in Miſery fra 
0 j the Hiſtory of Bohemia and 54 He 
Sileſia, cannot be ignorant 5 
of thc juſt Pretenſions, and Principalrtie 
indiſputable Rights, Which“ . 
the Houſe of Brandenburg has for theſe ma- 
ny Years had to the Principalities and Lord- 
ſhips of 
JAEGER N DORF, 
LiGNITZ, 
BRIEG, 
WoHLAavUu, BEUTEN, 
ODERRBER C, &c; 
and it is likewiſe known that it never ne— 
glected to aſſert its Rights, but proſecuted 
them whenever there was an Opportunity 
to do it. 
&. II. They who have wrote Treatiſes con- Th: Rights 
. þ are mention 
ccrning the Pretenſions of Princes, have made e Treatic 
mention of the Pretenſions of the Houſe of 5% 


Drandenburg, and acquainted the Public Prize. 
A 2 with 


2 " 4 
N 


[ 4] 
with them : but it muſt be owned, that they 
have not given a ſufficient account of them, 
for want of knowing ccrtain Treatics, and 
Other authentic Papers. 
The Hive of F. III. The Anceſtors of the illuſtrious 
—_— Houle of Auſtria, who were Kings of Bo- 
. hemia, have rcadily acknowledged the va- 
woured r2o lidity of the Rights of the Houle of Branden- 
5% en e, burg, and oſten deſired to have them yielded 
to them for large Sums of Money; but nei— 
ther the Elector, nor the Marggraves of 
Brandenburg, would ever agree to their be- 
ing alienated. They feared they ſhould be 
re ſponſible to their Poſterity, if they ſold 
the Right of Inheritance they had acquired 
to the Dutchics, Principalities, and Lord- 
ſhips which they lawfully poſſeſſed: beſides, 
thcy could not alicnate them without for- 
ſaking their natural Subjects, and violating 
moſt of the engagements the Houſe of Bran- 
denburg had entered into. 
1 F. IV. It may truly be ſaid, that the Elcc- 
. . tors and Marggraves of Brandenburg, al- 
never auc Ways were unwilling to leave without ſup- 
1 We port, and abandon to a foreign Prince, Sub- 
jects which belonged to them by hereditary 
Right, and who were engaged by Oath to 
the Electoral Houle, and could not without 


great concern lec themlielyes, as it were, torn 


off 


911 
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nably belongs to it. 


2 1 
off from their lav ful Sovercigns, and obliged 
to violate their Allegiance to yield to a ſupe- 
rior Power. | 


$. V. But as Time occaſions Revolutions, Metre | 
even in the moſt powerful States, there hap- er cate ne 
pen d one lately, favourable to the Houle of 9 
Brandenburg, which had tried all poſſible 
means of accommodation and juſtice to ob- 
tain a redreſs, but in vain, on account of 
the great power to which the Houſe of Au- 
ſtria was arrived by ſitting on the imperial 
Throne. The male Line of that Houſe, after 
attaining to rhe higheſtpitch of human Gran- 
deur, is now extinct, and thereby Providence 
opens to the Houſe of Brandenburg a means 
to relieve Subjects abandoned for ſo long a 


time, and take poſſeſſion of what unqueſtio- 


d. VI. In order to convince the Public, al- 2 
ways attentive to theſe forts of Revolutions, 
of the Validity of the Rights above mention d, 
it is proper to give a preliminary idea ofthem; 
which will be the caſier to do without uſing 
any Art or Chicane, ſince it is only requiſite 
for it, to produce the Proofs and Vouchers 
which are in the Archives. 

§. VII. The Proofs which we ſhall make The Order « 
uſe of being of different ſorts, we ſhall en- 2 


that are to 
deavour to place them in the order that ap- alleged. 


pcars the moſt natural. 
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CHAP I. 


Of the Rights of th: Royal and Elec- 
toral Houſe of Pruſſia and Bran- 
denburg, to the Dutchy of Tegerm- 
dorf. 


by wwe be- 
n with 
hat con- 


S the means the moſt violent have 
been uſed in the Dutchy of Jxgern- 

* dorf to wreſt that Country from the Houlc 

egerndorf. of Brandenburg, to which it lawfully belongs, 

we ſhall therefore begin with it. 

be Mare- F. II. The Marggrave George, who on 

eve 28% account of his Zeal for the Proteſtant Reli- 


ug /t it in a 
$24, 4: an gion, had the Surname of Pious or devout 


enable 


ef; of zvbich given him, bought that Dutchy with ready 
wal money in the year 1524. He was Couſin 
and at the ſame time Governour of Lewis 
King of Bohcmia, who gave him leave, and 
even adviſed him to buy Lands in Sileſia, de- 
ſiring he ſhould enjoy them as his real and 
hereditary Eſtates, with a power to diſpoſe 
of them as he pleated, and to alienate them, 
when and how he ſhould think fit. The 
Marggrave being empowered to make ſuch 
Acquiſition, ſold all that he had purchated in 
the Kingdom of Hungary, and with the Mo— 

ney bought the Dutchy of jægerndorf. 
3 F. III. 
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7 
F. III. The Sum agreed upon was punAu- 7 Price of 


ally paid to the Lords of Schellenberg, to ho reg 
whom the Country of Jzgerndort had till / 
then belong d; at the ſame time the Marg. 

grave purchaſed the free and hereditary Lord- 

ſhip of Lubſchutz. 


§. IV. The King of Bohemia ſoon after 7% Ing. 


ture 2 to 


gave to the Marggrave George the actual In. he Marg- 
veſtiture of the Dutchy of Jzgerndorf, as“ Se 
of an hereditary and alienable Ficf; and 
from that time the Marggrave had a Scat and 
Vote in the Diets and Aſſemblies of the Prin- 
ces of Sileſia. 

§. V. After the death of King Lewis, Fer- 4*4 — 
dinand I. King of Bohemia, confirmed in Fre l. 
1527 all that had been tranſacted concern- 
ing Jzgerndorf, and George the Pious en- 
joyed the Dutchy peaccably till his death, 
which happened in the Year 1543. He eſta- 
bliſhed in his Dutchy a very advantageous 
Form of Government, which he exerciſed with 
great prudence: he procured the good and 
advantage of his Subjects; he cnlarged con- 
ſiderably the Town of ſægerndorf, which 
was the uſual place of his Reſidence, built a 
fine Caſtle in it, and omitted nothing that 
might contribute to the happineſs of his Do- 
minions. 


A 4 §. VI. 
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Ge:rge Frede- F. VI. His Son George Frederic ſucceeded 
. him, but being born in the ycar 1539, he 
W 73 was but four years old when his Father died. 
Whereupon Albert called the Alcibiades, 
took upon him the Guardianſhip of Young 
George Frederic his-Coulin, and exerciſed 
it both with reſpect to the Dutchy of Jx- 
gcrndorf, and the Marggraviate of Anſpach. 
But as Ferdinand I. thought he could not 
rely upon the integrity of Albert, he took 
care of the intereſts of George Frederic, and 
ordered the revenues of the Dutchy of Jæ- 
gerndorf to be ſequeſtred for the benefit of 
the Young Prince. 
Ard cemesta F. VII. As ſoon as he arrived at the Age 
ande, of ninctcen Vears, Ferdinand reſtored him 
faithfully his Dutchy of Jxgecrndorf, and at 
the ſame time cauſed him to be paid with the 
utmoſt exactneſs the whole revenue of it, 
which had been carefully preſerved. 
Tat Dutch) F. VIII. George Frederic's reign was very 
any happy. But tho' that Princc had marricd 
Vaude two Wives, he left no Children; and being 
F willing to ſettle his affairs, by his laſt Will 
and Teſtament he bequeathed to the Electo- 
ral Houſe of Brandenburg, as well the Dutchy 
of Jxgerndorf, of which he had a right to 
611poic (as it has been ſaid above Chap. I. H. II.) 
as the hereditary Lordibips of 
LupsCHUTZ, 
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Ly 
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mage to be done to him, ſettled whatever homage to be 


1914 
LUBSCHUTZ, 


ODERBERG, 

BEUTHEN, 

TARNOWITZ, 
and other Dependences. 


Joachim Frederic, who was then Elector 2, E 


of Brandenburg, took by virtue of the aforc- 7 2 


ſaid Will poſſeſſion of the Dutchy of Jzgern- p2/4/ion of 


dorf, and of all its dependences, cauſed ho- — 


paid toe him 
related to the Regency of the Country; and / i. 


all this without any Oppoſition or Obſtacle 
whatever. From this Elector the Royal and 
Electoral Houſe of Brandenburg deſcends, 
and it is from him that it holds by Entail 
and by Conventions, obſerved in the Fami- 
ly, the Right of Succeſſion to the Dutchy of 
Jxgerndorf, and all its Appurtenances. 

d. IX. "Tis true, the Elector Joachim Fre- He giver ehat 

Dutchy in 

deric thought fit to give, in 1607, the ſaid 1607 ro his 
Dutchy and all its Dependences to the Marg: ke coal 
grave John George, who was his youngeſt 
Son. Two reaſons cngaged him to do it : 
he knew that the States of ſægerndorf deſired 
to be under the Government of a Prince 
who reſided in the Country; and beſides, 
he was willing to indemnity the Prince his 
Son, whom leycral Intrigucs had obliged to 


3 give 


Who falling 


and dies in 


1624. 


is puniſhed, 
perndorf. 


under the di/- 
Laer of th the Marggrave John George, Duke of Jxgern- 
rr „dorf, ally'd himſelf with Frederic V. Elec- 


put to the Ban 
of the E mpir 


Erneſt his Son, 


bo" innocent, 
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give up his Claim to the Biſhoprick of Straſ- 
bourg. 

But this Donation can no ways be preju- 
dicial to the Electoral Line of Branden- 
burg, which has preſerved all the Rights 
belonging to it, by virtue of the Entail, 
and the other Conyentions above- men- 
tioncd. 

§. X. During the Troubles of Bohemia 


tor Palatine, and thereby was engaged in a 


bloody War with the Emperor Ferdinand II. 


The Electoral Houſe of Brandenburg, it is 
true, took no part in this Revolution; but 
it could not hinder Ferdinand II, who was 
Emperor and King of Bohemia, from dif- 
poſſeſſing the Marggrave of his Dutchy of ]z- 
gerndorf, and even putting him in 1623 to 
the Ban of the Empire, under which he died 
the Year following. 

He left a Son under age called Erneſt, born 
in the Ycar 1617, and who may be ſaid to 


md bes Jæ- have inherited his Father's IIl- fortune; for 


notwithſtanding . the Interceſſion of ſeveral 
Princes and others, who ſollicited the Em- 
peror not to make a Son, yet a Minor, ſuffer 


for his Father's Miſdemeanour by bercaving 


him of the Eſtate of his Family; they could 
| obtain 
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obtain nothing for that young Prince, who 
remained deprived of his Patrimony, and 
died in 1642. With him was extinct the 
Appanaged Branch of Brandenburg, to 
which Jzgerndort belonged. 

F. XI. This Dutchy now fell, with all its 2 - — 
Dependencies, to the Electoral Line, as an ani, 
Inheritance, which by right belonged to the 4472 


gerndorf re- 


Males of the Family : and from that time, the _ 7 as 
Kings of Bohemia of the Houſe of Auſtria Hoſe of 
could not, without injuſtice, continue in poſ- I. 
ſeſſion of an Eſtate which hercditarily be- 
long'd to the Houſe of Brandenburg. This 
the Elector Frederic William, of Glorious 
Memory, did not fail to repreſent ; he ſtre- 
nuouſly aſſerted, that according to the diſ- 
polition of the Laws, the Males of a Family 
which has reccived the Inveſtiture of any 
Principality, arc authoriſed to put themſelves 
in poſſeſſion of it, as ſoon as it becomes va- 
cant, without any formal proceſs, or asking 
any body's leave. 

§. XII. Bur it happen'd very unluckily for ib could 
this great Prince, that thc thirty- -ycars War, 2 25,999 
as they call it, ſtill raged in 1642 through- 1 Har » 
out the Empire, and he did not think proper zo ears. 
to begin a new one on account of Jxgern- 
dorf. Beſides, the Emperors of the Houle 
of Auſtria gave him reaſon to entertain hopes 


ot 
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of an Accommodation, and the Aﬀair re- 
mained for a long time on the terms of a 
ſimple Negociation. 
In the ear F. XIII. The fame Affair was propoſed 
1 during the Congreſſes held in Weſtphalia: 
tee but the Plenipotentiaries were ſo much em- 


ing, they urge baraſſed in accommodating what had given 

the Houſe of 

Auftria 70 de. Occaſion to the War, that they could not be 

— brought to examine that matter, which ap- 

Fegerndorf. pearcd to be a new Subject. Beſides, they 
were made to believe by the Houle of Au- 
ſtria, that after the Peace, means ſhould be 
found to determine the Affair of Jægerndorf 
in an amicable manner, and according to the 
Laws of Equity. 

Ard they pro- F. XIV. As it was known that ſome par- 

e to deter- N 

mine that Af ticular Treaties had been made between the 

to Api Kings of Bohemia and the Electoral Houle of 

ſtregues. Brandenburg, by which in caſe of any Dil- 
pute, both Partics were to take immediately 
Auſtregues, (Arbitrators eſtabliſned by pri- 
vilege,) to decide their Difference; it was 
propoled to try that way, but it could not 
ſuccecd, they could not even agree upon the 
Choice of one ſingle Arbitrator. 


my" „ F. XV. And indeed how was it poſſible to 
be diſputed, trifle with a courſe of pleading in an Affair 
ſelf evident; and tho' they ſhould have uſed 
all the ſubtle tricks of the Chicanc, in favour 


of 


Ur 
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of the Crown of Bohemia, could they deny 
the Houſe of Brandenburg's hereditary Right 
to the Dutchy of Jxgcrndort? 


8 XVI. It would be in vain to alledge in The pexalties 


incurred by 


favour of the Kings of Bohemia, that the me crime of 


Marggrave John George has been accuſed of 
Felony 3 for, at worſt, the Puniſhment could 
only be inflicted on the Progeny of the 
Prince charged with that Crime, in depriving 
the Marggrave Erneſt, during his Lite, of the 
Dutchy he had inherited of his Father. As to 
the Relations of the Collateral Line, as no— 
thing could be laid to their charge, they were 
not puniſhable for an Offence they had not 


committed: and this will be granted by all 


Lawyers, unleſs blinded by Paſſion or Preju— 
dice. 

Further, the moſt learned Lawyers are 
of opinion that even the Children of a Vaſſal 
convicted of Felony, cannot be deprived of 
the Natural Right they have to the Ficf of 
which the Family has received the Inveſtiture, 
becauſe they do not hold their Right of Suc- 
ceſſion of the laſt Poſſeſlor, but of the Will 


and Diſpoſition of the Perſon from whom 


their Fief originally derives. 
$. XVII. Suppoſing therefore that the 


Felony do nat 


extend to Re- 


lations of a 
Collateral 
Line. 


They can only 
extend to the 


Marggrave John George Duke of [egerndorf29fou of the 


had been guilty of High Treaſon, ſeveral 
things 


erfon that 
has been cuil. 


ty of the Fe- 
lony. 
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things may ſtill be alledged in favour of his 
Son the Marggrave Erneſt, and of the Houſe 
of Brandenburg which in the year 1642 
ſucceeded to the Rights of that Prince. For, 
after all, if it be true, as it cannot be dil. 
puted, that in the caſe of High Treaſon, the 
Allodial Eſtates of the Perſon guilty can only 
be ſeized upon; the Hereditary Fiefs in the 
Houſe of Prince Erneſt, which bclonged 
to him by virtue of an Entail, ſettled in 
his Family, could not be taken from him; 
and 'tis an Injuſtice done to his Retations, to 
deprive them of their Pretenſions, they who 
had no ſharc in the Crime with which their 
Anceſtor was charged. It is therefore cer- 
tain, that it would be wrong to debar the 
Princes of the Electoral Houſe of Branden- 
burg from the Succeſſion to the Dutchy of 
Irgerndorf, and that the Houſe of Auſtria 
cannot with any rcaſon dctain Territories 
which belong to their Family, ſince they 
cannot be anſwerable for faults they have 
not committed. 

The Rights of F. XVIII. All this is undeniable, and c- 

pe Du very body knows that the laft Poſleflor of an 

devobved n hereditary Fief, mult tranſmit it to his Re- 


1603 to the 


Electra! lations of the Collateral Linc. 
Line of Bran- | 


denburg <vith- We have already obſerved (Chap. I. F. 2.) 
#2 777" that the Marggrave George did not come into 
thc 


EF Tn 
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the propoſal of King Lewis, of purchaſing 
the Dutchy of Jægerndorf, a Dependance 
on the Crown of Bohemia, but that he 
might poſſeſs it as a Fief alicnable, and of 
which he might diſpoſe by Will. This is 
the ſole advantage that induced him to pur- 
chaſe Jzgerndorf, with its appurtenances; 
and without this he never would have been 
prevailed upon to ſell the patrimony, and 
all the Territories hc had in Hungary, to buy 
others in Sileſia. 

$ XIX. The Marggrave George Frederic 


Succeſſion ; and the Electoral line of Bran- 
denburg having acquieſced with his laſt Will, 
it was fully executed after his Death. By 
his Will he left the Dutchy of Jzgerndorf 
with all its dependences, to the Elector Jo. 
achim Frederic, who took poſſeſſion of it in 
the Year 1603, without any body's ever hav- 
ing any thoughts of making the leaſt oppoſi- 
tion to it. This Dutchy thus became annex- 
cd, and in ſome manner incorporated with 
the Dominions poſſeſſed by the Electoral 
Houſe of Brandenburg, conformably to Trea- 
ties which ſubſiſt in their Family, and have 
been confirmed by the Emperor. 


22 


And even 
with the Con- 
had an opportunity to make uſe of the Rights t 1 tle 
which his Father had acquired. He diſpoſed vat 24 , 


in the Years 1599 and 1603 of his whole 3%. 9 


1061 


The flu ,t F. XX. No preſcription can be alledged 
Auſtria is not here | fact : 
zenerant of here, nor any other ſuch exception. Care 


the Rights e , p : 
the Hike of has always been taken to aſlert the Rights of 


Brandenburg, the Electoral Houle of Brandenburg to the 
and thoſe ON ke + ; 
Rights have Principality of Jxgerndorf, as to an heredi- 
ia nothing of : 8 | n 

en Fief, and the Kings of Bohemia, of the 
t by Tie Houle of Auſtria, have certainly been ac- 


1 quainted with the validity of thoſe Rights, 
ſince they have offered ſeveral times very 
great Sums to redeem them. It may be 
proved they always knew that the Dutchy of 
Jægerndorf was the proper Eſtate of the Elec- 
toral Houſe of Brandenburg; and let peo- 
ple now judge whether the Kings of Bohe- 
mia, who have pollcſicd it tor ſo long a time, 
have always acted with integrity. 

The Rojatand F. XXI. But it is high time to reclaim 


Electoral : 
Houſeof What we have been obliged to leave for fo 


—.— many years in the hands of ſtrangers; and 
funity ee, ſince this ſeems to be a favourable opportu- 
belongs to her, nity, it is natural to uſe the Means we have 
to aſſert our Rights. The Houſe of Auſtria 
muſt not wonder at it: it may reſt ſatisfied 
with the patience with which the Electors 
of Brandenburg have ſeen it poſſeſs a Dutchy 
that was theirs, and enjoy the revenues of 
it almoſt a hundred years. If the intereſt of 
thole revenues were computed, they would 
infinitely exceed the Capital, and no perſon 
Will 


C271 
will probably think ir ſtrange, that the King 
of Pruſſia, as Elector of Brandenburg is, at 


laſt, reſolved to retricve the loſſes his Houle 
has ſuffered. 


enar tf 5 
Of the Rights of the Royal and Elec- 
toral Houſe of Pruſſia and Bran- 


denburg to the Dutchies of Lignitz, 
Brieg, and Woblau. 


T will not be improper firſt to obſerve, 73e Ancient 
that the ancient Dukes of Lignitz, de- Dutes of A 


nitX were 
ſcended from the Piaſts, were Sovercigns v#7#igns in 


in their Dominions, and that they governed — 
them as a Country free and hereditary in 
their Family, without ſubjecting themſelves 
to the Kings of Poland or Bohemia, or ever 
depending on any one. 

§. II. But in the Year 1329, they offered 35 0 of- 
in fief to John of Lutzenburg, King of Bo-/#'4 #47 


territories to 


hemia, as well their Dutchics and Princi- he King of 


palitics, as their other Eſtates; declaring as — 
may be ſeen by the firſt Letters of Inveſtiture, 
(which will be found below in the paper 
marked A) that the ſaid offer was voluntary, A. 
tha: they poſſeſſed their Territories as perſonal 

B | | and 


I 
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and hereditary Eſtates, and that they intend- 
cd to hold them alto tor the future as herc- 
ditary Ficfs, preſerving all their rights and 
privileges. 
To bold them F. III. After this, it is evident that theſe 
— te Ficts, as Eſtates offered, arc very different 
from that other ſort of Fiefs, which a Lord 
gives to his Vaſſal as a favour, and a benefit. 
Here the direct Lord has given nothing of 
his own; he has rather received from his Vaſ- 
ſals the Fiefs, which he ſurrcndred after- 
wards, on condition that they ſhou'd do him 
homage for it. 
One fees by F. IV. We muſt not therefore judge of 
hi: that theſe 
fi vere the nature of the aforeſaid Fiefs by the or- 
nabe. dinary Laws, which concern the Fiefs given 
by mere favour. For according to the Let- 
ters of King Vladiſlas, (mentioned below 
B. at letter B, and dated in the year 1511) the 
Fiefs of Lignitz, and of the States belonging 
to it, were to be hereditary and alicnable, 
ſo that the Dukes of Lignitz preſerved the 
privilege they had heretofore enjoyed; which 
was that they could during their Life, ſell, 
4.1 that ac. mortgage, and alicnate, all their Eſtates, and 
ring to % Poſleſſions. 
etters of In- : 
efiture f, ut as it docs not at firſt appear of a ne- 
us Cesar conſequence, that a Man may always 
65 be 6h diſpoſe of his Eſtate by Will, wacn he has 


Wed of by 
al. 3 * 


—— - 
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a power to diſpoſe of it between living per- 
ſons, inter vivos, or to uſe the Language of 
the Feudal Law, that a Man may always diſ- 
pole by Will of any Fief alienable; the Prin- 
ces of Lignitz, who would be under no man- 
ner of reſtraint, obtained the following de- 
claration, which is alſo tobe ſeen in the Letters 
of King Vladiſlas given in the Year 1511: 

* That the ſaid Princes ſhould have the 
Power of felling, mortgaging, ex- 
changing, and alienating their States 

and Lordſhips, either whole, or in 
part, as they ſhould think proper, by 


way of laſt Will, or of Donation in 
caſe of Death. 


Lay 


La 


« 
cc 
cc 


cc 


F. V. And now all the Objections which 2 21 


ing 0. caſt fron 


of Co 


to any 


might be made fall of themſelves. 

It would ſignify nothing to ſay that the 
privilege granted to the Dukes of Lignitz by 
King Vladiſlas is exorbitant, that the Suc- 
ceſſors of that Prince, may have lookeꝗ 
upon it as invalid, and that it is very prejudi- 
cial to the Crown of Bohemia: this does not 
reach the Caſe. We have proved that the 
Dukes of Lignitz, Brieg, and Wohlau, had 
a right to alienate their Eſtates, ven before 
the date of their Letters of Inveſtiture; and 
what is furtacr expreſſed or added in thoſe 
Lerters is, rhat they had alſo the liberty of 

B 2 alicnating 


— 
9ay 


[ 20 ] 

alienating their Fiefs, by way of Teſtament 

and laſt diſpoſition. 
r Lewis F. VI. This full power which they had to 
6 —— alienate their Fiefs, cvidently appears by the 
1522 new Letters that King Lewis gave them in 
the Year 1522, (which will be found below, 
Cc. letter C.) They ſay expreſſly, © that as the 


„Dukes of Lignitz have always had the 


* Power of alicnating their Eſtates, and dil: 
e poling of them between living Perſons, 
* they may alſo do it for the future by way 
* of Teſtament and declaration of their laſt 
« Will.“ 
E= $. VII. There is nothing in all this but 
this provi: may be accounted for. The Ancient Ger- 
mans, as well as the other Nations, which 
were not acquainted with the Roman Law, 
did not well underſtand the Affair of Wills, 
and did not conſider it as a neceſſary conſe- 
quence, that a Man could diſpoſe of his 
Eſtate by Will, becauſe he had a power to 
_ diſpoſe of it between living Perſons. King 
Lewis therefore thought fit to remove the 
Doubts and Scruples that might be made on 
that ſubject, by the Letters he gave in the years 
1511and 1522, and again in the Year 1524, 
is made AS may be ſeen below in the Paper D. 
prey $. VIII. It would be ncedleſs, to mention 


ray of Sur- 
lus, and not here the gencral Confirmation which the 


bat there 1. 


wy need of it. Dukcs 


C201} 

Dukes of Lignitz obtained with reſpect to 
all the privileges they were poſſeſſed of. 
The Reader may ſee what is ſaid of it in the 
Paper E. Burt independently of this Confir- E. 
mation, it is manifeſt, that the Eſtates of 
the Dukes of Lignitz were to preſerve the 
privilege which was already annexcd to them, 
when they were offered in Fief, that is, they 
ought to be alienable; and that the Dukes 
of Lignitz would always have had the right 
to diſpoſe of them by Will, in virtue of 
the Power which King Lewis gave them in 
the Year 1524, being fully appriſed of the 
Affair, and in conſideration of their Merit, 
and the good offices they had done him. 

$. IX. Theſe Princes therefore having had Pe Dukes « 
a full Power to alienate their Territories and in” fall poſſe 
their Poſſeſſions, and to tranſmit them to 


right to 


whom they pleaſed, either by Teſtament, or by —_ = 


Diſpoſition between living Perſons, it is Cer- nity with 
tain and undiſputable that Frederic Duke of Hase 
Lignitz, Brieg, and Wohlau, had a right to N 
make a Treaty of Union and hereditary Co- 
fraternity with Joachim II. Elector of Bran- 
denburg, as he did in the Year 1537, having Thi 
concluded it at Lignitz on the Friday after 2 
the Feſtival of St. Gall, ſign d and confirmed 

by Oath, ſuch as may be ſeen below at let- 

ter F. F. 


B 3 8 X. 
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It contains d. X. Beſides the uſual forms, obſerved in 


7 ſuch Treatics of hereditary Co-fraternity, 

. this contains ſeveral remarkable particulars, 

bomoge=»lich of which here follows an abſtract: (1) Firſt, 
nuas pai „ 2 3 

"ht it gives the reaſons that determined them to 

concludcit; to wit, the ancient and con- 

ſtant friendſhip of the two Houſes; and (2) 

the double Marr iages that united them twice. 

They declare afterwards (3) that nothing 

was donc therein but upon a mature delibe- 

ration, and (4) with the conſent of the 

Clergy, and of the States of the Country. 

(5) That the two contracting parties have 

confirmed by a ſolemn Oath the preſent 

Treaty. (6) That all the States, and the Sub- 

jects of the Dutchy of Lignitz, and its depen- 

dencics, have paid an eventual homage, and 

taken an Oath, to the Elector of Branden- 

burg. (7) That as this Treaty of Co-frater- 

nity is ro be reciprocal and have a double 

effect, the Elector of Brandenburg has made 

ſecure to him the expectative right, to all the 

Countries of Lignitz, Brieg, Wohlau, and 

their dependencies; and to the Dukes of 

Lignitz an cqual right is reſerved to all the 

Fiefs which the Elector enjoys in Bohemia. 

(8) The better to eſtabliſn and corroborate 

this Co- fraternity, the two parties take re- 

ciprocally the Name of Brothers, and will 

ute 


— — 
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uſe it for the future in the AQts of their re- 
ſpective Chancerys, deſiring to confirm their 
Union by all means poſlible: their inten- 
tion being not to confine it to a perſonal 
fricndſhip, but to transfer to each other in 
a rcal manner, and at all events, the ſove— 
reignty of the aforeſaid Eſtates, to be enjoyed 
with a full right, when the caſe happens, 
according to which it ſhall then be lawful to 
the Elector of Brandenburg to put himſelf 
actually in poſſeſſion of the Territories of 
Lignitz, Brieg, Wohlau, and all their ap- 
purtenances, his Houſe having already re- 
ccived the Homage of them. 


$. XI. Cou'd any body imagine that the % Ferai- 


validity of a Treaty ſo clear and poſitive, and . Abe, 
fe: this Treaty, 
confirmed by the Oath of the contracting but without 


parties, ſhould ever be calld in queſtion ? 
This nevertheleſs happen d. The Council 
of Bohemia, acted by motives of intereſt, 
induced the States of the Kingdom to cavil 
ar that Convention, and to complain of it 
to King Ferdinand without the leaſt reaſon. 
They repreſented that the Principalities and 
Lordſhips of Sileſia being incorporated with 
the Kingdom of Bohemia, the right of ſuc- 
ceſſion which the Houſe of Brandenburg had 
acquired by the Treaty of Co-fraternity, 
muſt neceſſarily be prejudicial to the States 


B 4 | „ 


any juſt rea- 


ſons. 


L 24 J 
of Bohemia, and for that reaſon this Con- 
vention muſt be annull'd and declared ille- 
gal by an Authentic Decrec. 


ich rea- F. XII. But how ealy is it to ſhew the fal- 
fons are refu- . 


x lacy of this Argument? For (1) in the firſt 
place, the Treaty in queſtion does not deprive 
the Kingdom of Bohemia of the Principality 
of Lignitz, or of its depcndencics. On the 
contrary (2) it declares expreſſly, that if the 
Elector of Brandenburg ſhould ever inherit 
the States of Lignitz, and all the Territo- 
ries covenanted, that Prince ſhould remain 
with reſpect to them under the ſame engage. 
ments they ſtand in with Bohemia. (3) And 
here we may ſec how frivolous the reaſons 
alledged by the States of that Kingdom arc, 
and how little they underſtood their own 
intcreft. For ſhould they not be pleaſed to 
ſce a new Prince receive the inveſtiture of 
Lignitz and its dependencics, and did they 

not know that thete Territories muſt always 
be held as Fiefs, otherwiſe the Chamber of 
Demeſnes might recover them, as it did af- 
terwards, to the great detriment of the States 
of Bohemia, who found their number leſ- | 
ſened by that Reduction? Beſides, (Y, it muſt 
be conſidercd that the aforeſaid Treaty of 
hercditary Co-fraternity was not made be- 
tween foreign Princes. The Elector of Bran- 


denburg, | 
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denburg, who is one of the contracting par- 
ties, has a near relation to the Kingdom 
of Bohemia, where he poſſeſſes ſeveral very 
conſiderable Fiefs. (5.) Laſtly, we muſt re- 
member that when the Dukes of Lignitz of- 
fer'd thcir Eſtates in Fief to the King of Bo- 
hemia in the year 1329, as has been ſaid a- 
bove (Chap. 2. F. 2.) they preſerved by vir- 
tue of the Letters of Inveſtiture the power of 
diſpoſing freely of their Eſtates, ſo that it 


could not bc taken from them by new Ordi- 
nances. 


& XIII. Nevertheleſs Force prevail d over nb bin- 


E . ders not Kim 
right and reaſon. In the year 1546 a Sen- Ff 


rence evidently unjuſt, was publiſhed at from a#i 


arb bitrarimy 


Prague to this purpoſe. © Whereas the 2 edving 
* Duke Frederic of Lignitz has not a right 57 ® 


cc 


to make ſuch Contracts, nor to make” 
hereditary Treaties of Co-fraternity, it is 
* manifeſt that thoſe he has made have no 
validity, and ought to be annulled and 
« entirely aboliſhed : Therefore out of our 
Royal Authority and as Lords paramount 
of the Fiefs of Sileſia, we declare null, 
* void, and of no effect the ſaid Treaty of 
© Co-fraternity, and every thing therein 
contain'd, or that was done in conſequence 
thereof &c. Given at our City of Breſlau 
** on the 18th of May 1546.” See below 
the letter G. F. XIV. 
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cc 


juſt Decree. 


Without hear - 
ing both Par- 


tics. 


A Proteſt a- 
gainft the ſaid 
Decree. 


The ſeertt 
Views of Fer- 
dinand |. art 


diſcover'd. 
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$ XIV. This Decree of the King of Bo- 
hemia cannot prejudice the Rights of the 
Houſe of Brandenburg. When it was given, 
the Elector then reigning was not cited to 
defend his Cauſe; and when it was pro- 
nounced, the Counſellors of Brandenburg 
who were preſent at the publication of it, 
did not fail on that account to proteſt againſt 
the Contents of it before a Notary and ſe— 
veral Witneftes, reſerving to the Elector 
their Maſter all the Rights he might claim. 
This was done in the preſence of King Fer- 
dinand I. who did not oppoſe it. But the 
Reaſons that made this Monarch act in ſo 
arbitrary a manner, ſoon appeared. He had 
his own intereſt in view; and as he was a 
powerful Prince, he obliged Frederic Duke 
of Lignitz, and the Princes Frederic and 
George his Sons, to renounce the Treaty of 
hereditary Co- fraternity which they had with 


the Houle of Brandenburg, tho they had 


confirmed it by a folemn Oath. He even 
forced them to acknowledge that after the 
death of the laſt Male of their Family, the 
Dutchics and Principalitics of Lignitz, Brieg, 
and Wohlau ought by right immediately to 
tevert to the King of Bohemia; in which 
caſe proviſion ſhould be made for the Daugh- 
ters, and the Allodial Heirs of their Houſe, 


* 


% 
by paying them certain Sums of Money, 
which ſhould be determined in a proper 
time. Strange Procecding ! which ſhews 
how partially the King of Bohemia acted in 
that affair. We may ſay that he was a Judge 
in his own Cauſe, and that the Complaints 
of the States of Bohemia were but a contri- 
vance which he had concerted with them. 
Certainly if we ever ſo little liſten to Rea: 
ſon and Juſtice, we ſhall find that Ferdi- 
nand I. never ought nor could force the 
Princes of Lignitz, to engage themſelves as 
they did, in a manner ſo contrary to the 
diſpoſition of the Laws. 


| $. XV. It is at lcaſt certain that the above His Decree 
mentioned Decree publiſhed at Prague, can- Yah 5 4 
not prejudice the Rights of the Elector of Nandenkurg. 
Brandenburg. With reſpe& to him it is 
what they call res inter alios acta, and does 
not concern him at all. The Dukes of Lig- 
nitz, Brieg, and Wohlau made the ſame 
judgment of it, as it appears by what they 
wrote to the Elector of Brandenburg. 
** Tho a ſuperior Force, ſay they, pretends 
( ro deprive you of your Rights, their foun- 
dation is too ſolid to be ſhaken....... 
the Inheritance is not yet fallen 
Time changes all things. What appears 
| Þ£* now impoſlible, time may come when 


« your 
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your Poſlerity will find means to effect 


(e 57 


It, 


The Flat F. XVI. Accordingly when the King of 
all 7 4. i- . . . 

— „i Bohemia ordered the Dukes of Lignitz to 

ef the Treat have return'd from the Houſe of Branden- 


dich he has 


in his hands: burg the Acts and Inſtruments they had deli- 
He keeps them 


a an wer. VCrcd to her, relating to the Cos fraternity, 
Al Toh the Elector had very good reaſons not to 
of his Preten- give them back again; and he anſwered the 
* Dukes of Lignitz, that the Treaty of here— 
A. Head Alitary Co: fraternity in queſtion, contained 
bis Refujal. nothing contrary to the Conſtitution of the 


States of Lignitz; that they were authoriſed 


to make them after having three times ob- 


tained the permiſſion of the Kings of Bohe- 
mia; that it had been concluded with the 
formal conſent and by the advice of the 
States of the Country; and laſtly, that it 
had been confirmed by Oath. The Elector 
further added, that the ſaid Treaty was not 
prejudicial to the Crown of Bohemia, as it 
contained nothing which derogated from 
the Infcoffment of the Country of Lignitz 
and its Appurtcnanccs : that it was ground- 
cd upon the Privileges granted by three dif- 
ferent Rings of Bohemia, and therefore no 
body ought to wonder that the Elector main- 
rained the Validity of that Treaty, and vindi- 
cated lys Rights acquired in to lav fnl a man- 


ner; 
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ner: In fine, that he could not ſuffer they 
ſhould be wreſted from him by force, by 
menaces, or by any indirect ways, without 
being reſponſible to all his Poſterity. That 
he was therefore determined to preſerve what 
he had lawfully acquired, both for himſelf 
and his Family, and that he would never de- 
part from that reſolution. He concluded, 
ſay ing, that he intended to keep the original 
Acts which were in his hands, as authentic 
Proofs of the Validity of his Rights, till Pro- 
vidence permitted to make of them the uſe 
for which they were deſigned. Things re- 


main d ſoa long while, that is, till the Male 


Line of the Dukes of Lignitz was entirely 
extinct. 


d. XVII. George William laſt Duke of that 74e Ml Liue 
of the Bukes 
of Liga tx 
death the Dutchies of Lignitz, Brieg, and# x#=2 in 
” the year 1675, 


Wohlau, fell to the Electoral Houle of Bran- and the Elec- 
denburg. The Elector Frederic William, 4% f infits 
ſurnamed the Great, did not on that occa- 5% Preten- 


: font to ſucceed 
ſion neglect repreſenting to the Imperial them. 


Houle died in the year 1675, and by his 


Court the Right he had to the Succeſſion of 
Lignitz, and the Emperor was fully con- 
vinced of the Validity of it; but as he was 
then at war with France, hc was not forward 
in ordering the Rights of the Elector to be 
examined, and only promiſed that after the 

Peace 
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Peace was made, they would do him juſtic© 
with reſpect to his pretenſions. 
De Imperial F. XVIII. In the mean time the Emperor 


Court Nvoul, 


purchaſe the cauſed the Elector of Brandenburg to be ſe- 
S, f*cretly applied to, in order to induce him to 
deſiſt from his Rights, and to accept in lieu 
of it a very conſiderable Sum of Money. 
To which Frederic William anſwered, that 
as the Country of Lignitz did indiſputably 
belong to him, he deſired to keep it; that 
he could not prevail upon himſelf to ell it; 
and that nothing would ever make him alter 
his mind in that reſpect. 
They af the $. XIX. In effect, that Princo conſtantly 
Opinion of the 
Chancellor of per ſiſted in this reſolution: he never ccaſed 
Lignitz to ſollicite the Imperial Court, inſiſting on 
the reſtitution of the Countries of Lignitz, 
Brieg, and Wohlau, whercof the ſucceſſion 
was fallen to him; and upon his reiterated 
repreſcntations, the Emperor Leopold ex- 
preſſly ordered Frederic de Roth Chancellor 
of Lignitz to examine that affair, and to fend 
his Opinion in writing to the Imperial Court. 
That order was given on the tecond of Ja- 
uuary 1684. 
_M_ Ten Months after the Chancellor made 
Emperor's his report, but it proved not to the liking 
e. of tie Imperial Court: And for this reaſon 
they did not acquaint the Court of Branden- 
burg 


0 


Pk. ay Pa 


SS yas 


— 


11 
burg with it, nor communicate it to any 
body. Means however were ſecretly found 
to procure a copy of it, and then it was 
known what made the Impcrjal Court ſo 
ſcrupulous, which-was that the report of the 
Chancellor of Lignitz aſſerted ſomewhat too 
ſtrongly the Rights of the Houſe of Branden- 
burg to the ſucceſſion of Lignitz and of the 
Principalities depending upon it. Beſides it 
diſcovered ſeveral particulars that were fa- 
vourable to the ſaid houſe, and of which ſhe 
could not have been fully informed, conſi- 
dering how long it was ſince the Treaty of 
Cor fraternity was made. 
F. XX. The Imperial Court had the leſs ie 

# ; . - bas thoughts 
reaſon to doubt of the ſolidity of the Rights of as accom- 
of the Elector of Brandenburg to the ſucce(: *4,0n* 


makes offers 


ſion of Lignitz, ſince ſhe had been apprized 1 
of them by one of her own Miniſters, name- . 

ly by the Chancellor de Roth. According- 

ly endeavours were uſed in the Years 1685 

and 1686 to come to an agreement, and the 

Imperial Court, which facilitated the means 

of obtaining it, conſented at laſt to deliver 

certain States to the Elector of Brandenburg. 

F. XXI. In a particular Chapter we ſhall 77 -»4 


Artifice are 


give an Account of all the Artitices and Wiles mad: u/e of 


I 1 "4. in the Treaty, 
that were uſed during this Negotiation, and .: 


canc / uded at 


ſhew that the ſtrange Treaty which was the - 2 
reſult of it, is faulty on ſo many accounts, 
that it is un warrantable. CHAP. 
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CH A P. III. 

Of the Mullity of the Treatys that 

are alleged againſt the Right of 

the Houſe of Brandenburg, and | 

have been made fromthe Year 1686 
till the Year 1695. 


MY 1 will be proper firſt to obſcrve that for 
ments of Truft above 300 Years there have been in the 
1 Royal and Electoral Houle of Brandenburg) 
ed is the Certain Conventions, between the Princes 
. of that Family, which from time to time 
fixce 1437 have been confirmed by the Emperors. Now 


1603, and ino 0 ions 
bh fark according to theſe Conventions, 


the alienatin lt is not lawful for any Elector or Marg- 
2 * grave of Brandenburg, being poſſeſs d 
l. c of any States in property, to alienate 
* for ever and irretrievably the ſaid 
States, their Subjects, nor even the 
new Acquiſitions they may have made; 
© and in caſe of Contravention, the 
« Flector or the Prince his Succeſſor 
© has a right to reclaim what has been 
« thus alienated, and to put himſelf 
I again in poſſeſſion of it.” 
This appears not only by the Charters of 
the Years 1437, 1473, 1541, and 1603, the 
3 Originals 


* 


A 


Brandenburg. This Convention was made 
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Originals of which are preſerved, and ſome 
of which are printed; but alſo by the Cuſtom 
conſtantly obſerved in the Electoral Houſe of 
Brandenburg. 

$. II. Among the Conventions obſetved One of theſe 
in that Houſe, there is one which particu- 8 
larly concerns the Dutchy of Jzgerndorf; — ” 
containing in Subſtance, that tho the EleQtor Ine. 
beſtows that Dutchy upon his ſecond Son, 
as a portion which ought to belong to him 
as his property, and ſerve for his Support 
(according to what has been ſaid Chap. I. 
8. 9.) yet the ſaid Dutchy cannot be charged 
with Debts; and even after the Death of the 
laſt Male deſcended from the Elector's ſecond 
Son, that Dutchy muſt return to the Electo- 


ral line, and for ever remain in the Houſe of 


at Gera in the Year 1603. The Reader will 
find it below at letter H. H. 
§. III. We ſhall not wonder at this, when 23. ging 


we know that in the Electoral Houſe of Bran- 2 


denburg, a Prince who ſucceeds to the Elec- are ror obli- 


2 ged : 
torate, or to ſome other Principality belong- ad 


ing to the Family, is not obliged to fulfil 485 er. 
. © gagements, 
the burdenſome engagements, with which /e bei- 


5 de 
his predeceſſors may have charged the State — 


1 wa — ferouſly cbar- 
without any adVantage or urgent neceſſity ged their E- 


C 8. IV. fates with. 


(-38 3 
_ _ $. IV. This no doubt is agrceable to the 
proceeding is Conſtitution of every hereditary Principality, 
Juitea's becauſe the parties which compoſe it being 
Princigality: tied by a common Knot, fidei-commiſſorial 
and indiſſoluble, it any one breaks it, his 
Succeſſor ought not to ſuffer for it, nor be 
obliged to leave his Eſtate without ſufficient 
reaſon, or a proportionable equivalent, in 
the hands of Strangers. 
However it muſt be confeſſed that this 
_— Cuſtom is {till better founded, when there 
4 55g, happens to be ſome Family- Conſtitution, 
which forbids the Princes of the Houſe who 
poſſeſs ſome States, to alienate to the preju- 
dice of their ſucceſſors, the Territories they 
have received from their Anceſtors, and are 
to be tranſmitted from generation to gene- 
ration to their poſterity, by virtue of the 
Conventions made in the ſaid Family, un. 
leſs they be indemnified in a manner proper 
and ſuitable to the object alienated. 


It ii more par- 


Sages g. V. Here you ſee what induced the 
. , Houſe of Brandenburg to be obſtinately bent 


avould never againſt all the obſtacles that were ſo often 
77 33 thrown in her way, and why ſhe could never 
4 - by = be prevailed upon to ſell, or abandon the rights 
Siga. ſhe has to the Dutchies of Jzgerndort, Lig- 
nitz, Brieg, and Wohlau, which belong to 
her hereditarily by virtue of her Treaties of 


Co- 


« 
l 


s 9 Te. as. Aw ca... 
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Co- fraternity. The Acts of the N egocia- 
tions, and the Letters which are kept in the 
Archives, ſhew that the houſe of Auſtria has 
very often offered very conſidetable Sums to 
redeem the Rights and the Dutchies of Sileſia 


belonging to the Houſe of Brandenburg; 


but that the latter would never conſent to it, 
having always rejected ſuch propoſals with 


indignation. The reaſon of her denial was, 
that according to the Conventions which 


have ſubſiſted for many ages in the family, 


it is not in the power of any Elector, or any 


Marggrave, to ſell or alienate for ever the 
Territories, States, and Rights that ſhe has 
once lawfully acquired, unleſs they be in- 
duced to it by a ſuitable and proportionate 
equivalent, 

$. VI. But notwithſtanding the averſeneſs Ard the Houſe = 
of the Houſe of Auftria to let the Houſe of 1 
Brandenburg get a footing in Sileſia, at laſt 850775 r 
ſhe could not refuſe, on account of the Cir- b. 
cumſtances at that time, to treat with the 
Elector Frederic William. She offered him 


the Circle of Schwibus, ſituated in Sileſia, 


and the Ceſſion of the Princes of Lickten- 


ſtein's pretenſions to certain Lordſhips of 
Eaſt-Frieſcland, amounting to great Sums, 
The Offer was accepted, and a Treaty was 
concluded accordingly : but we muſt now 

C3 diſcoyer 
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dilcover the wiles and artifices that were 


ulcd in all this Negociation, and ſhew that | 
the ſaid Treaty has no validity, and in no | 
manner whatloever binds the Royal and 
Electoral Houſe of Brandenburg. I 
Artifices uſed F. VII. We muſt therefore obſerve that | 
in this Treaty | ö f 
of 1636, there was then made at the ſame time two 
feigned Conventions, quite contrary one to 
the other. They offeted and delivered up 
in 1686 the Circle of Swibus to the Elector 
of Brandenburg, but at the ſame time they en- 
gaged ſecretly the Prince Electoral his Son to 
promiſe, that upon his coming to the Re- 
gency of his States, he wou d reſtore all that 
was yielded up to the Elector his Father, and 
annul the Convention that had been made 
after ſo many difficulties. This was cer- 
tainly irregular, and ſuch proccedings are| 
not juſtifiable. 
Hganft F. VIII. All reaſonable perſons will agree 
r:obt and rea- . | 
en. that to make a Treaty valid, two things are 
neceſſarily required; a perfect Knowledge of 
the matter treated upon, and the Will to 
contract. Bur they are not to be found here: 
the Elector Frederic William flattered hint 
ſelf he ſhould make an acquiſition, which 
on account of the Conventions paſſed in 
his family, would prove advantagious to " 
poſterity 3 and at the ſame time the Prince 
Electora 


n 
e r aw os 4 - avs 
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Electoral his Son, being lollicitcd 1ecretly, 
and perhaps alſo terrified by the vain me- 
naces of the Auſtrian Miniſter, viz. Baron 
de Freytag, promiſes to reſtore in time all 
that was yielded to his Houſe, and thus de- 
feats the whole Treaty his Father had juſt 
concluded. | 


§. IX. Who is to be charged with deceit Ye Fer is 
deceived. 


in this Affair? It cannot be the Elector; his 
Atrachment and Zeal for the Emperor and 
the Empire, are ſufficiently known. Every 
body knows with what greatneſs of Soul hc 
refuſed the advantageous offers that have 
very often been made to him by foreign 
Princes: and certainly he did not deſerve to 
be deceived as he was in that Negociation, 
by the Auſtrian Miniſtry. 


$. X. One can much leſs juſtify the man- 4 in 


ner in which they preyail'd upon the young nay. ue of 


It is he who after e Flec- 
toral Prince. 


Prince Electoral his Son. 
wards became Elector, and alſo King of 
Pruſſia. The Emperor's Miniſter often 
intimidated this young Prince, and after- 
wards fed him with frivolous hopes. In 
ſhort, he engaged him to cnter upon a ſecret 
Negociation, and to treat with him alone, 
and even without the Knowledge of any of 
his Servants. He repreſented to the Electo- 
ral Prince what he had to fear fromthe Houle 

C 3 of 


IFho is over- 


reach'd. 
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of Auſtria, who cou'd ſometime, ſaid he, 
give him a great deal of trouble, if he did 
not promiſe ta reſtore, upon his Acceſſion to 
the Regency, the Circle of Swibus, which 
was yielded only for form ſake to the Elector 
his Father. This Miniſter had already drawn 
up Reverſals (or an Act of Security) to 
that purpoſe, and after many ſollicitations 
and importunitics, he obtained the EleQoral 
Prince's hand to the ſaid Reverſals. What 
ſhall we ſay of a conduct like this? Can we 
ſay that ſuch a Treaty was made between the 
contracting Parties with their free Will and 
Conſent, and upon a mature deliberation } 
Far from it: they concealed the eſſentials 
of the Negociation from the Perſon who 
was the moſt intcreſted in it. 

g. XI. Every body knows that the hand of a 
Prince obtained by Sz5reption (by conccaling 
the truth,) or Obreption (by falſely ſtating the 
queſtion,) cannot bind him, according to the 
Laws generally received; and this is the pre- 
ſent caſe. For in the firſt place, it muſt be al- 
low'd that the aforeſaid Reverſals are ſurrep- 
titious, if we conſider that a Prince who is 
not yet come to the Regency of his Country, 
is ſuppoſed not to be ſufficiently informed of 
what is adyantagcous, or prejudicial to it ; 
and conſequently that this being the Caſe 


of 


— 
nn 
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of the Electoral Prince, he was impoſed 
upon when he ſigned the paper we are ſpeak- 
ing of. He did not know yet the whole 
ſtrength of the Conventions made in his 
tamily, which make it abſolutely unlawful 
to alienate its hercditary Eftates : He was 
ignorant of the indiſputable Rights of his 
Houſe to the four Dutchies of Sileſia, ſo 
often mentioned: In fine, he cou'd not 
be informed of them by the officers of his 
Houſe, nor by the Miniſters of the Elector 
his Father, upon the account of the precau- 
tions that the Emperor's Miniſter had taken; 
the (aid Miniſter well knowing what noiſe 
might be raiſed in the Empire, if the Elector 
Frederic William ſhou'd ever diſcover his 
artifices and private dealing. Secondly, it 
cannot be denied the ſaid Reverſals are ob- 
reptitzous, that is, they have been obtained 
upon falſe pretences; which will ſufficiently 
appear if we conſider the inſinuations they 
then made to the Electoral Prince of the 
State of his houſe, as well as of the danger 
they craftily exaggerated to him, and which 
in that time of a general War, threaten, 
ſaid they, all Europe, if he obſtinately re- 
fuſed to ſign the Act they preſented to him. 
The Electoral Prince being, as we ſaid, deſti- 
tute of counſel, was in a great perplexity, and 

C 4 ſaw 


That Prince 
omi'g E- 
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ſaw himſelf forced to give the Reverſals 
whichthey required of him. But if ever ar- 
tifice and fraud was uſed, it was certainly on 
that occaſion. No, never treachery and diſ- 
honeſty have been carried further than at that 
time by the Miniſtry of Vienna : but they 
were wont to abuſe the picty of their auguſt 
Maſter ; and out of diſcretion we will ſpare 
the Reputation of thoſe who were the Au- 
thors of it. | 

$. XII. Frederic William died in the year 
1686. his Son Frederic III. ſucceeded him in 


advice of hi; the Electorate, and became afterwards firſt 


Miniſters. 


King of Pruſſia. As ſoon as that Prince had 
taken poſſeſſion of the Regency, the Houſe of 
Auſtria demanded the execution of what was 
contained in the Reverſals above- mentioned, 
as if they had been unqueſtionably valid. 


But the Elector, who was then at full liberty 


to acquaint his Miniſters of what had been 
done, deſired to know what they thought of 


it; and upon a mature deliberation, their 
Advice, which is ſtill to be found in the Ar- 
chives, was : | 
That the Reverſals in queſtion, being 
* Contrary to the Conventions made 
in the Houſe of Brandenburg, and 
having been obtained by abuſe and 
fraud, were neither binding according 
| b 7 to 
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te to the Laws, nor according to natu- 
ral Right.” 

F. XIII. It was thought adviſcable aftcr- 2 2 
wards to treat about this affair with the Au-  #e 
ſtrian Miniſtry; and it was repreſented to — 
them that the Reverſals which the Elector the Reverf 
had ſigned when he was but Electoral Prince, ui. 160 
did in no wiſe bind him, that they were ille- | 
gal and of no validity, and at the. ſame time 
demand was made of them back again. But 
the Chancellor of Bohemia refuſed to reſtore 
them, and the anſwer he made was not the 
moſt obliging, vig. 

That if his Electoral Highneſs wou d 
ec not reſtore the Country of Swibus, 
* it ſhou d be retaken by force. | 
F. XIV. The Elector was not much moved 4rd diſcer 
by theſe menaces. However he ordered his — 
Envoys, who were in 1690 at Augsburg for 2% * þ 
the Election of a King of the Romans, to 
repreſent to the Imperial Miniſters, that he 
cou'd not conſent to what they demanded of 
him; that the Act which he had ſigned was 
contrary to the Conventions which ſubſiſted 
in his Family, that he had been induc'd by 
artifice and fraud to ſign it, and this at a 
time when he had no authority to diſpoſe 
of his provinces, and knew not yet what 
belong d to the Governing of a State. Be- 


ſides, that they had acted againſt Law 


and 
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and Equity, by requiring of him, before he 
was inveſted with the Regency, a thing that 
muſt in time be prejudicial to him; and it 
was a heinous thing, to impoſe upon ſo 
young a Prince, as he was when he was 
drawn into thoſe engagements, and prevent 
him from rightly underſtanding his own 
affairs, to abuſe his credulity, and not to have 
cven allowed that his own Counſellors 
ſhould aſſiſt him with their counſel and help 
him to diſcover the Truth. Morcover, he 
ordered his F HV ys to repreſent to thoſe of 
the Emperor, tut being then but Electoral 
Prince, he cou'd not enter into engagements N 
which he could not take upon him even 
now that he was become Elector; and that 
if the Conventions of his family put a re- 
ſtraint upon him when he was Elector, they 
had left him much leſs liberty before he was 
ſo: that nothing cou d ever induce him to 
yield the Country of Swibus; that he 
was even perſuaded his Imperial Majeſty 
wou'd no longer inſiſt upon that affair, if 
he was acquainted with his reaſons; and fi- 
nally that he was determined to expect what- | 
ever might be the conſequence of it. 

fair , F. XV. Some years paſſed without there 

fafden- being any thing determincd in the Affair 

ene of Swibus, till at length the Elector Frede- 


e III. growing weary of this whole Nego- 
ciation, 


* 
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ciation, of Promiſes, of Menaces, and of 
all the Artifices the Imperial Court made 
uſe of, conſented in the year 1695 to de- 
liver up the Country of Swibus, on the 
paying ſo ſmall a Sum that it was ſcarce 
ſufficient to reimburſe the Charges they 
had been put to. 

F. XVI. This Reſolution of the Elector Te Pare 
ſurprized ſeveral of his Miniſters, who 2 
endeavoured to diſſuade him from it; but als 4 
in vain : this Prince anſwering them in the” 
following terms : 

&« have given my Ward, and I will He {caves 
* keep it. I leave it to my Deſcendants tog 5 — 
« make good my Pretenſions to Sileſia, aha, q 
ſince in my preſent Circumſtances I can- 
not do it myſelf. When times are not 
e favourable, we muſt put up with Pa- 

* ticnce: but if it pleaſes Providence to 

« change the face of affairs, my Deſcen- 

« dants will take advantage of it, and will 

* well know how to act the part that ſhall 

*« be moſt convenient for them.” 
F. XVII. The Elector in 1695 gave a He des n 
Commiſſion to ſome of his Counſellors — 
to deliver up the Country of Swibus to the % Princ 
Imperialiſts, who were themſelyes of 5 * 
opinion, that Law and Juſtice obliged 
much leſs this Prince to make ſuch a Step, 

than the regard he had for his Honour 


1 obliged 


iin 


again 
t ſerved 


rn _ aforeſaid Dutchics and the Country of Swi- 
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obliged lim to keep his Word. To con- 
tent him however, the Country of Swibus 
was delivered up to the Imperial Plenipo- 
tentiaries, who required nothing more. 
They did not inſiſt that the Elector ſhould 
renounce for himſelf and for his Deſcen- 
dants the four Principalities of Sileſia, of 
which mention has ſo often been made: 
becauſe they underſtood that this would 
have occaſioned ſeveral difficulties, and that 
they could never have obtained from the 
Elector any thing on that head. 

§. XVIII. For, after all, whatever great 
diſproportion there may be between the 


bus, if this Country could in ſome man- 
ner be looked upon as an equivalent for 
them, it is cvident, that as ſoon as the 
Houſe of Auſtria re- entred on the poſſeſ- 
ſion of it, the Royal and Electoral Houſe of 
Pruſſia re: entred alſo to the Rights ſhe had 
on the four Dutchics of Sileſia, which 
Rights have been kept up by Succeſſion. 
Morcover, if we reflect on the Sum ſhe 
received, we ſhall readily perceive how 
much ſhe has loſt by the Treaty of 1695; 
and it muſt be owned, that what induced 
the Elector to part with the Circle of Swi- 
bus, was morc the fear of the reſentment 

ot 
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of a Power ſo formidable as the Houſe of 


Auſtria then was, than any thing elſe. Cer- 
tainly the ſmall Sum the Houſe of Bran- 
denburg received, and we are aſhamed to 
mention, (ſo evidently it ſpeaks the Injury 
and the Fraud committed) can no ways be 
deemed an equivalent for the Rights ſhe has 
on four Principalitics belonging to her, as the 
expreſſion is, ex pacto & providentia majo- 
rum, and which ſhe cannot abandon, with- 
out defeating particular Conventions, which 
ſhe regards as a Pragmatic Sanction. The 
Elector of Brandenburg therefore did not 
intend, nor had it he in his power, to de- 
prive his Succeſſors in the Electorate, of 
thoſe Rights which were once in their poſ- 
ſeſſion. He could not do it, for the Con- 
ventions that had been paſſed in his Family 
hindred him from it; nor did he intend it, 
fince he did not renounce the ſaid Dutchies, 
neither for himſelf, nor his Deſcendants. 

§. XIX. As to the pretenſions of the 28. 
Houle of Lichtenſtein, which had been alſo 700 
yielded to the Elector Frederic William bye 
the Trcaty concluded in the Year 1686, ole 
as a fort of cquivalent of the Renuncia- ws 
tion of the Houſe of Brandenburg, and Lieb 
even as a conditio ſine qua non: this Prince 
and his Succeſſors never could receive any 


benefit 


4, 


t 


77 
ext Court of Vienna may the rather attend 
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benefit by it, tho that promiſe, togethe: 
with other advantages which he was made 


to hope for, were nevertheleſs of a greater 
Importance than the Circle of Swibus itſelf. 
The Houle of Auſtria muſt know by her 
Archives that ſhe could not perform what 
ſhe had ſolemnly promiſed in that reſpect : 
on the contrary, ſo many difficultics were 
ſtarted, that notwithſtanding the Eviction 
which the Imperial Court had fully taken 
upon herſelf, the Houſe of Brandenburg 
could hardly recover the tenth part of what 
was to accrue to her from that pretenſion. 
We don't mention this as being eſſential to 
judge of the main point of the affair in 
queſtion; we only propoſe to ſhew the 
Public how many ways they have acted con- 
trary to the Treaty concerning the Country 
of Swibus, and endeavoured, by unwar- 
rantable means, to deprive the Houle of 
Brandenburg of the States which lawfully 
belong to her : in a word, that the prejudice 


peror they have done her is enormous, and even 
re- 


what they call Læſio plus . enormiſ- 


f ſama. 
F. XX. To all that we have ſaid, we ſhall 
% add another obſervation, to which the 


now, that the Malc- Linc of the Houſe of 
An 
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Auſtria is cxtin& : vg. that the Dutchies 
of jægerndorf, Lignitz, Brieg, and Wohlau, 
are hereditary Eſtates, which by the Con- 
feſſion formerly made by the Houſe of Au- 
ſtria it ſelf, were never tranſmitted but to 
the male Children of the Princes who 
rcigned in the ſaid Dutchics. The three 
laſt mentioned were accounted ſuch when 
the Emperor Leopold endcavourcd to pur- 
chaſe them in 1675, as Fiefs that can ne- 
ver fall to Females. This Conſideration 
ought to engage the Queen of Hungary and 
Bohemia to reſtore at laſt to the Houle of 
Brandenburg, the Principalities and Lord- 
ſhips of Sileſia that are devolved to it; the 
rather, becauſe heretoforc that Houſe had 
a formal Homage from them, and has only 
been deprived of them by the ſuperior 
power of thole that were both Judges and 
Parties. 

Juſtice and Equity equally ſpeak for the 7: I, ine 1. 
| Houſe of Brandenburg, eſpecially if it be Ne of 
conſidered, that the aforeſaid Treaty of he- 2 A 
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Bra ndenb 


reditary Co-fraternity, as well as the right 

of Succeſſion to the Dutchy of Jzgerndorf 
| relate to Fiefs which by their nature are 
maſculine, and acknowledged as ſuch by 


the Houſe of Auſtria herſclf. 


How 
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How could therefore the States of 411 
theſe Principalitics and Dutchies, without 
acting againſt thcir Conſcience and againſt 
Juſtice, now the male Line of the Houſe of 
Auſtria is extinct, look for other Maſters 
than the Electors of Brandenburg, to whom 
they have formerly taken an eventual and 
folemn Oath? An Oath, that cannot ad- 
mit of any other made afterwards in favour 
of the Princeſſes of a Houſe, which at the 
time of the extinction of the laſt Princes of 
Sileſia, maintained that their Territories 
were Fiefs that could never fall to Fe- 

males. 

Tie Houſe of F. XXI. It was with a deſign to preſerve 
ranſenbur; thoſe Rights in their full force, that the 


des always 
| ad 3 Houſe of Brandenburg never made any 
ſia. Alteration in her Coat of Arms with re— 
ſpect to Sileſia. 

* Me 'Tis true, that among her Titles, ſhe has 
Sila. left out that of Swibus; but ſhe has con- 
ſtantly kept one, which, upon the whole, 
was much more conſiderable, vi. that of 
Sileſia and of Croſſen, which ſhe has pre- 
ſerved without interruption. 

FBerefore this F. XXII. Rights, ſo clear, and fo well 
Houſe hopes grounded, have no reaſon to fear being ex- 


hat hich poſed to the eyes of the impartial world. 


_ We flatter ourſelf that the Houſe of Auſtria, 
returned 
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returned to her right mind, will acknow- 
ledge the ſolidity of them, and will con- 
fels the injury which, for to long a time, 
has been done to the Houle of Brandenburg, 
and no longer hinder this Houſe from re— 
claiming the Territorics which have ſo 
| rightfully from time immemorial bclong'd 
to her Anceſtors. 

F. XXIII. The Royal Houſe of Pruſſia Ning onghs 
and Electoral of Brandenburg, demands ny longer ts 


hinder the 
nothing but what belongs to her of right, #7 7 


Brandenburg 

It has been her ill fate to be kept too long fron matin; 
out of the quiet poſſeſſion of an Eſtate* e 1 
handed down to her by her Anceſtors. But . 
) ſhe has hitherto had no other part to take, 
than to give place to the ſuperiour power of 
a Houſe, which being ſettled for ſo many 
ages on the Imperial throne, denied acceſs 
to all thoſe who ſued for Juſtice againſt 
herſelf. 

All Obſtacles arc now removed; things 
are in their natural and primitive condi- 
tion, and on the foot of a kind of cqualiry, 
whereby every one becomes able to provide 
for his ſafety, and to maintain his Rights. 

In this Situation tie Royal Houſe 
of Pruſſia and Electoral of Brandenburg 
finds herſelf, with reſpect to her juſt pre- 
tenſions ſet forth above. 
D §. XXIV. 
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enc luſſon. $. XXIV. We don't think it proper at 


t is referred 


o another oc- , preſent to enlarge any further on this mat- 
fo aw F ter. If the other fide has a mind to con- 
— tend, we ſhall find ourſelves obliged to diſ- 
be Houſe of cover many things, which hitherto have 


—_— been buried in the Duſt of the Archives. 
Auſtria. But we are ſtill willing to ſpare the memory 
of thoſe Perſons of the Court of Vienna 
who have abuſed the Picty of their auguſt 
Monarchs, to do all the injuries they could 
to the Intereſts of the Houſe of Brandenburg. 

No one is ignorant that the ſaid Houſe 
having drawn on herſelf, without having 
deſerved it, the jealouſy and hatred of the 
Houſe of Auſtria on many occaſions, has 
notwithſtanding given her marks of her in- 
violable Zeal, Fidelity, and Attachment, 
at the expence of her own intereſt. 

But perhaps every body does not know, 
that tho the Houſe of Brandenburg has re- 
ligiouſly fulfilled all her engagements, it 
has not been the ſame on the other ſide; 

much leſs has ſhe had returned her that 
Gratitude and Juſtice which ſhe has from 
an Ca; time to time demanded. 


— 7 C XXV. The Miniſters of the Houſe of 


Brand:burg Brandenburg have of old, and in later times, 
pas otfer often preſented Memorials at large, full of 
very ſtrong 


Pr-tcrſiors en well- grounded Complaints on account of the 
the Court of 


nnd. 5 in- 
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inexecution of what had been ſtipulated; 
without having been able to obtain the 
Juſtice that was asked for. Sometimes, 
Debts agreed to be due, have been refuſed 
to be paid, which amounted to many mil- 
lions: at other times, Poſſeſſions which 
originally belong d to the Houſe gf Bran- 
denburg have been detained. Among other 
things, we could make appear by ancient 
Deeds, that the Princes of Brandenburg 
have borne formerly the Title of Princes of 
Oppeln and of Ratibor, which the Empe- 
ror Charles V. himſelf gave them. There 
arc alſo Treaties that ſpeak of the Rights 
of the Houſe of Brandenburg relating to 
the Principalities of Sagan and Munſter- 
berg. But as this preſent Deduction regards 
properly the Pretenſions of the Royal Houſe 
of Pruſſia and Electoral of Brandenburg 
on the Dutchies and Principalities of Jæ- 
gerndorf, Lignitz, Brieg, and Wohlau on- 
ly; we ſhall reſerve the reſt to another 
occaſion. 


D 2 The 


The neceſſary DocumenTs or PRroors 
for illuſtrating and aſcertaining 
the Truth of the Fafts advanced | 
in the foregoing Account. 
Letter A. | 
A voluntary Offer, made by the Duke of © 


Lignitz in 1329, of his ſovereign Prin- 
cipality to John King of Bohemia, to 
hold it of himas a Fief, but reſerving | 
to himſelf the power of diſpoſing of it | 
freely and at his pleaſure. 


In the name of God. Amen. 


\ N 7E Jon, by the Grace of God 
King of Bohemia and Poland, 

Earl of Luxemburg, make it 
known to all thoſe to whom theſe Preſents 
ſhall come; That of our certain Know- 
ledge, free Will, and by the advice of our | 
Council, We have entred into a laſting and 
perpetual agreement with the moſt Illuſtri- {| 
ous Prince and Lord Bogiſlaus Duke of Si- 2 
leſia, and Lord of Lignitz, in order to put s 
an end to all Quarrels and Differences 
which have ariien between Us and him, | 

| on 


— — — 


11 
on occaſion of his Brothers, the Lords 
Henry and Blocke, Dukes of Silcſia, and 
Lords of Bretzle, concerning the Countries 
of Lignitz and Brieg, the City and Caſtle 
of Haynau, Goldberg, the City of Kotze- 
nau with its Caſtle, and all its Dependen- 
cies. According to which agreement, We 
have made over, as a true hereditary Fief, 
to him, to his Heirs, and to his Deſcen- 
dants, all his Eſtates, in poſſeſſion or re- 
verſion, whether mortgaged or not, or 
whether lying on this or the other ſide 
of the Oder: of all which Eſtates he 
has made an offer, without exception, as 
well in his own name, as in that of his 
Heirs and his Deſcendants to Us, to our 
Heirs, and to our Deſcendants Kings of Bo- 
hemia, out of his pure and free Conceſſion, 
to hold them henceforth in quality of Vaſ- 
ſals of our Kingdom of Bohemia: And 
are contained in the ſaid Eſtates, the City 
and Caſtle of Haynau, the City and Caſtle 
of Brieg, the City and Caſtle of Nimptſch, 
the City of Ohlau, the City of Grotkau, 
the City and Caſtle of Namſlau, the City 
and Caſtle of Berolſtadt, the City and 
Caſtle of Landsberg, the Cities and Caſtles 
of Ticffenſce and Bitzin, their Juriſdictions, 


their Territory, as well what is holden in 
D 3 Ficf, 
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Fief, as otherwiſe, with all their Appurte- 
nances, Rights, Franchiſes and Revennes. 
The whole as they have been held of old, 
and as the ſaid Duke of Lignitz has received 
them from his Anceſtors. In conſidera- 
tion whercof, We as well in our own 
Name, as in that of our Deſcendants, pro. 
miſe to our ſaid Couſin, loyally and faith- 
fully to maintain him, his Heirs, and his 
Deſcendants, towards and againſt all, 
in all his Rights and Privileges, in the 
manner which they have come to him 
from his Predeceſſors, without diſturbing 
him in the leaſt, in the recciving of any 
Services, Rents, Revenues, Taxcs, Rights 
of higher and lower juriſdiction in the 
Cities, Caſtles, Villages, and other Eſtates 
in the Country. We will that he ſhall 
peaceably enjoy all Mines of Gold, Silver, 
Lead, Tin, or of any other Metal whatever, 
the Mint, Fiefs of Curates, Cloiſters, 
Monks, and Church-lands, Foreſts, and 
Rights of Hunting; in ſuch manner, as 
that our ſaid Couſin, his Heirs and Deſcen- 
dants may according to their good Plea- 
ſure, and without taking leave of any 
one, pull down the old Caſtles, or build 
new ones, as they ſhall judge proper, and 
advantageous to the Country. We more— 


Over 
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over declare, that if the Gentlemen Vaſ- 
ſals of ourſaid Couſin, ſhould either now or 
in time to come, have any pretenſion or 
any demand of Debt on him, his Heirs, 
and Deſcendants ; or, on the contrary, they 
ſhould have any Demand or Pretenſion on 
the ſaid Gentlemen Vaſlals, We will no ways 
concern Our ſelves with any ſuch Affairs. 
But if he or his Deſcendants ſhall refuſe to the 
ſaid Vaſlals to dothcm Juſtice, or if they ſhould 
not be able to obtain it themſelves; in 
ſuch Caſe, our ſaid Couſin, his Heirs and 
Deſcendants ſhall be reſponſible before Us, 
our Heirs, and Deſcendants, or to ſuch as 
ſhall be commiſſioned by them, that Juſtice 
may be done. And in caſe any one of 
their ſaid Vaſlals ſhall poſſeſs an Eſtate in 
part depending on Us, and in part on our 
ſaid Couſin ; he ſhall be ſubject to our Ju- 
riſdiction for that part which he holds of 
Us, and to the Juriſdittion of our Couſin, 
and of the Gentlemen of his Country, for 
that which ſuch Vaſlal ſhall hold of him. 
But if the Caſe ſhould happen that others 
not his Vaſlals, ſhould claim any Debts, 
Eſtates, or other things of our ſaid Couſin, 
his Hcirs or Deſcendants; in ſuch Caſe We 
will not at all concern Our ſelves, for Juſtice 


ought then to be had from his Officers. But 
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if Juſtice in ſuch Caſe ſhall not be done 
by them, ſuch Claimant ſhall apply for 
Juſtice ro Us; in which Caſe We will ap- 
point one of his Pcers for his Judge, if 
We ſhall not have an opportunity to do 
him Juſtice Our ſelves; and morcover, ſuch 
Judge ſhall be appointed to him in the Ter- 
ritory of Breſlau, and no where clfe- 
Should it happen that any one or morc 
Gentlemen ſhould bring an action againſt 
our ſaid Couſin, his Heirs or Deſcen— 
dants, they ſhall bring it before us, and 
then ſhall come to our Court for that pur- 
pole, either in Bohemia or Poland. How- 
ever, in caſe of any ſuch action, no injury 
ſhall be done to the Domeſticks of our 
ſaid Couſin, his Hcirs or Deſcendants, nor 
to their Gentlemen, or other Officers be- 
longing to them whatever, nor ſhall they 
be liable to be taken up by any Proceſs in 
our States, Cities, Villages or Caſtles. It 
ſhall only be permitted to ſue their Citi— 
zens at Law, if any be reſiding in our 
States. Further, our Couſin, his Heirs and 
Deſcendants, ſhall not be obliged to renew 
the inveſtiturc of their Fiefs elſewhere than 
in the Kingdom of Bohemia. And if it 
ſhould happen that our Couſin, his Heirs 
or Deſcendants, ſhall be under the neceſſity 

| of 
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of ſelling or mortgaging any of their Cities, 
Caſtles whercin there ſhall be a Court of Ju- 
ſtice, or other their Poſſeſſions, they ſhall 
be obliged to offer the Sale of them firſt of 
all to Us, to our Heirs, or to our De- 
ſcendants. And in caſe we ſhall not be for 
buying them at the Price, or for advanging 
ſo much Moncy on them as others ſhall 
have offcred; in ſuch caſe they may cither 
fell or mortgage the ſaid Cities and Caſtles 
to any of their Kin, or to any other proper 
Perſons, but who ſhall in ſuch caſe hold them 
as Ficfs of Us, of our Hcirs, or of our De- 
ſcendants. Our Pleaſure further is, that our 
ſaid Couſin, his Heirs and Deſcendants, 
ſhall be at liberty to free, or cauſe to free 
the ſaid Citics or Caſtles of ſuch Mortgage, 
on paying the Money advanced on them; 
and that We, our Heirs and Deſcendants, 
ſhall be obliged to reſtore to our ſaid Cou- 
fin, and his Heirs, the Citics and Caſtles 
above-mentioned, if they are able to pay 
the ſaid Money advanced on them, fo that 
they may cnter into the enjoyment of the 
ſame Rights relating to them, that they 
were in poſſeſſion of before they were mort- 
gaged. As to what regards the Cities and 
Caſtles and Places where a Seat of Juſtice 
ſhall be, concerning any of which they 
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were treating with their Vaſlals, either as to 
the ſelling or to the mortgaging of them, 
they ſhall not be bound to offer theſe to 
fale to Us; the ſaid Vaſlals being to hold 
them in Fief of our faid Couſin, his Heirs 
and Deſcendants. All which Articles We 
promiſe to keep and obſerve entire without 
any fraud or contravention whatever. In 
witneſs whereof We have granted unto him 
theſe preſent Letters ſcaled with our Seal. 
Given at Breſlau, in the year of Grace 
1329, Tueſday after the Feaſt of the In- 
vention of the Croſs, 


Letter B. 


Letters Patent of King Vladiſlaus, 
granted to the Dukes of Lignitz in the 
Tear 1511, giving them power to alie- 
nate their Eſtates by Will, in the ſame 
manner as they have always had a right 
to do by a Diſpoſition during Life, or 
between living Perſons. 


LADISLAUS, by the Grace of God, 
King of Hungary, Bohemia, Dal- 


matia, Croatia, &c. Marquis of Moravia, 
Duke of Luxemburg and of Silcſia, Marquis 
of Luſatia, &c. &c. To all thoſe whom 
it may concern, We make it known, 

That 
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That at the Requeſt of our beloved 
and truſty Couſin, the Prince Frederic 
Duke of Lignitz, requiring to be autho- 
rized to diſpoſe, in caſe of Death, or by 
his Will, of the States, Citics and Territo- 
ries belonging to him, and the Revenues 
thereof; We, by the advice of our Council, 
and in conſideration of the faithful and im- 
portant Services which as well He as his An- 
ceſtors have rendred unto Us, as well as to 
our Crown of Bohemia ; and alſo conſider- 
ing that when he offered his States and Ter. 
ritorics as a Fief held of Us, he had already 
the Power of ſelling, mortgaging, and alie- 
nating them; have granted unto him this 
favour in quality of King of Bohemia, and 
Duke Regent of Sileſia, as well in our own 
Name, as in that of our Heirs and our 
Deſcendants. We grant and permit, by 
theſe Preſents, to the ſaid Prince Duke of 
Lignitz, the power of alienating, ſelling, 
mortgaging or exchanging, in fayour of 
whomſoever he ſhall pleaſe, by way of laſt 
Diſpoſition, or by Teſtament, as he pleaſes, 
all the Cities, Lands, and other Eſtates be- 
longing to him, with all their Prerogatives, 
Privileges, Rents and Revenues, in whole, 
or in part: The whole in ſuch manner as he 


has 
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has always poſſeſſed them; ſo that in reſpect 
thereof, he ſhall not be diſturbed by Our- 
ſelves, our Heirs, nor the Kings of Bohe- 
mia our Succeſſors, nor by any other per- 
ſon whatever. Provided however, That 
thoſe to whom the ſaid Prince Frederic 
Duke of Lignitz ſhall ſell, or in favour of 
whom he ſhall alienate or exchange his 
States, Citys or other Poſſeſſions, in whole 
or in part, ſhall be ſubject and faithful as 
well to Us, as to our dear Son the King 
Lewis, and to all the Kings of Bohemia 
our Succeſſors, rendring to Us ſuch Services 
as they owe Us, in the ſame manner as our 
Subjects of the Dutchy of Sileſia are thereunto 
obliged. In witneſs whereof, we have cau- 
ſed theſe Preſents to be ſcaled with our 
Royal Seal. Given at Breſlau, Monday after 
Palm-Sunday, in the ycar of Grace 1511. 
the 21ſt of our Reign in Hungary, and the 
24th of our Reign in Bohemia. 


Letters 
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Letter C. 


Letters Patent of King Lewis, given 
in the Tear 1522, to confirm to the 
Dukes of Lignitz the power of alie- 
nating their Eſtates by way of laſt diſ 
poſition, as they could already do it by 
diſpoſition between living perſons. 


Ew1s by the Grace of God, King of 
Hungary, Bohemia, Dalmatia, Croatia, 
&c. Marquis of Moravia, Duke of Luxem- 
burg and of Sileſia, Marquis of Luſatia, &c. 
Be it known to all thoſe whom it may 
concern, That on the moſt humble prayer 
of our beloved and truſty Couſin Prince 
Frederic Duke of Lignitz and of Bricg, re- 
queſting to be authorized to diſpoſe of his 
States, Lands, Poſſeſſions and their Reve- 
nues, to whom he ſhall think proper, by diſ- 
poſition of laſt Will, or by way of Teſta- 
ment; We, by the advice of our Council, 
and in regard to the important Services 
which he himſelf and his Anceſtors have ren- 
dred unto us, as well as to the Crown of 
Bohemia, and having alſo conſidered that 
according to the Letters of Inveſliture, which 
he received when he offer'd his Eſtates in 
fief, he had already the power of ſelling, 
alienating, 
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alienating, and mortgaging his States and 
Lands by diſpoſition during life, have as 
King of Hungary and Bohemia granted his 
demand by the power which we have to do 
it, as King of Bohemia and Prince Regent of 
Sileſia, as well in our own Name as in behalf 
of our Heirs and Succeſſors. We grant and 
permit by theſe preſents to the ſaid Duke of 
Lignitz for Himſelf and his Heirs to alienate, 
mortgage, ſell or exchange as he ſhall think 
proper, and in favour of whom he pleaſes, 
his States, Cities and other Poſſeſſions with 
all their Prerogatives, Franchiſes, Rents and 
Revenues which he enjoys at preſent, or 
may hereafter enjoy, whether he will diſ- 
poſe of them in the whole or in part, in ſuch 
manner as he has poſſeſſed and held them 
hitherto, and that he ſhall not be diſturbed 
in reſpe& thereof by Us, our Heirs Kings of 
Bohemia, our Succeſſors, nor by any one 
whomſocycr. Provided however, that thoſe 
to whom the ſaid Duke of Lignitz, or his 
Heirs {hall ſell, transfer, or exchange their 
States, Citys, or other poſſeſſions, in whole 
or in part, ſhall be ſubject and faithful as 
well to us as to the Kings of Bohemia our 
Succeſlors, rendring to us, like as the other 
States of Sileſia, the Services which th: 
laid Prince and his Succeſſors owe us. In 
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witneſs whereof we have cauſed our royal 
Seal to be put to theſe preſent Letters. 
Given in our Caſtle of Prague, Tueſday 
after the Sunday Cantate: In the year of 
Grace 1522, and the ſeventh of our Reign 
as well in Hungary as in Bohemia. 

LEWIS Xing. 


Letter D. 


Letters Patent given in the year 1524, by 
King Lewis, in further confirmation of 
a power granted to the Dukes of Lignitz 
to alienate their States and Poſſeſſions 
by Diſpoſition of laſt Will, as freely as 
they could alienate them during the Life 
of both parties. 


Ew1s by the Grace of God, King of 
Hungary, Bohemia, Dalmatia, Cro- 
atia &c. Marquis of Moravia, Duke of Luxem- 
burg and of Sileſia, Marquis of Luſatia, &c. 
To all whom it may concern, Be it known 
that our beloved and truſty Couſin Prince 
Frederic Duke of Lignitz and of Brieg, Cap- 
tain in Chief in lower Sileſia &c. having 
moſt humbly prayed us to grant unto him 
the power of conveying and transferring to 
whom he ſhall think fit, his States, Cities 
and Poſſeſſions, with all their Reyenues by 
2 diſpo- 
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diſpoſition of laſt Will, or by Teſtament; 
By the Advice of our Council, and in con- 
ſideration of the faithful and important ſer- 
viccs, which as well himſelf as his Anceſtors 
have rendred unto Us, and alſo to the 
Crown of Bohemia; And alſo in regard 
(N. B.) that he has been in poſſeſſion of old, 
of the power of alienating, ſelling and tranſ- 
ferring by way of diſpoſition between living 
perſons, his States and Poſſeſſions, We 
have granted to him this favour, by the autho- 
rity which we have of doing it as King of 
Bohemia and Prince Regent of Sileſia, for 
Us and the Kings of Bohemia our Succeſſors. 
We grant and confer by theſe preſents to 
the ſaid Prince, Duke of Lignitz, and to his 
Deſcendants the power of alienating, ſelling, 
mortgaging or exchanging, in favour of 
whomſoever he ſhall think proper, by diſpo- 
ſition of laſt Will, or by Teſtament, their 
States, Cities, Territories and Poſſeſſions, 
with all their Prerogatives, Franchiles, Rents, 
Revenues, in whole or in part, which they 
at preſent, or may hcereatter enjoy, the 
whole in the ſame manner as he poſſeſſes 
them, or as his Hcirs {hall poſſeſs them, ſo 
as to be no ways liable to be diſturbed in 
this reſpect by Us, by our Heirs, by the 
Kings of Bohemia our Succeſſors, or by any 
one 
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one whomſoever. Provided however, that 
thoſe to whom the ſaid Duke Frederic, or 
his Heirs ſhall ſell, transfer or exchange their 
States, Cities or their other Poſſeſſions, el- 
ther in Whole or in Part, ſhall be ſubje& 
and faithful to Us, and to the Kings of Bo- 
hemia our Succeſſors, paying to Us the ſame 
Services which the ſaid Duke and his An- 
ceſtors have been obliged to perform. In 
witneſs whereof we have cauſed our Royal 
Seal to be affixed to theſe preſent Letters. 
Given at Ofen the Monday after the Feaſt of 
the Viſitation of the Virgin, in the year of 
Grace 1524, and in the ninth year of our 
Reign, as well in Hungary as in Bohemia. 

Lewis Xing. 


Letter E. © 

Letters of King FERDINAND, given in 

the year 1529, in confirmation of all the 

Privileges which the Dukes of Lig- 

nitæ have poſſeſſed, or that have been 
granted to them. 


\ER DINAND by the Grace of God 
King of Hungary, Bohemia &c. Infant 

of Spain, Arch-duke of Auſtria, Marquis of 
Moravia, Duke of Luxemburg and of Sileſia, 
Marquis of Luſatia &c. Make it known for 
E Our 
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Our ſelves, out Heirs and Succeſſors Kings 
of Hungary of Bohemia, and to all rhofe 
to whom it ſhall appertain, That in con- 
ſideration of the faithful and important 
Services which our beloved and truſty Cou- 
ſin, the illuſtrious Prince, Frederic Duke of 
Lignitz and Brieg has often done to Us as 
well as to our Predeceſſors, and which he is 
ſtill diſpoſed to do Us, have in quality of 
King of Hungary and Bohemia, and by the 
Power we have as King of Bohemia, re- 
newed and confirmed to our ſaid Couftn, and 
to his Heirs, all Privileges, Franchiſes, Rights, 
Donations, and other Favours which We 
or our Predeceſſors have formerly granted 
to him and to his Heirs, in reſpe@ to his 
States, Territories, and Poſſeſſions. We 
renew and confirm by theſe Preſents, as 
King of Hungary and Bohemia, ro the ſaid 
Prince Duke of Lignitz, and to his Heirs, 
the Donations and Favours which We and 
our Predeceſſors have granted to him, of 
what ſort ſocver they may be, in all their 
Points, Articles and Conditions, as if they 
were hercin particularly mentioned and ex- 
preſſed word for word, to hold and to en. 
joy in as full and ample manner as cither 
he himſelf or his Predeceſſors have enjoyed 
them heretofore. Promiſing to maintain 

and 
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and protect him and his Heirs in all that is 
above ſpecify'd, faithfully, and without any 
fraud. In witneſs whereof We have cauſed 
theſe preſent Letters to be ſealed with our 
Royal Seal. Given in our City of Lintz 
the 27th of July 1529, and in the third 
year of our Reign. 
FERDINAND. 


Letter F. 


Treaty of hereditary Co-fraternity made 
in 1537, between Joachim Elector of 
Brandenburg, and Frederic Duke of 
Lignitz, Brieg and Moblau, and bis 
Sons. 


OACHIM by the Grace of God Marg. 
grave of Brandenburg, Arch-Chamber- 
lain and Elector of the Holy Roman Em- 


pire, Duke of Stetin, Pomerania, Caſſubia 
and Vandalia, Burggrave of Nuremberg, 
Prince of Rugen, &c. &c. And We FRE. 
DERIC, alſo by the Grace of God, Duke of 
Sileſia, of Lignitz, and of Brieg. Make it 


known, as well in our Name, as in the 


Name of all our Heirs, and our Deſcendants, 
that we Joachim, Marggrave and Elector 
of Brandenburg, being willing to conſent 
to the Prayer of our dear and well-beloved 

Ea Caulin, 
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Couſin, Frederic Duke of Lignitz, have 
promiſed to give in Marriage to the youngeſt 
of his Sons, to wit, to our dear and well- 
beloved Couſin, Prince George Duke of 
Lignitz and of Bricg, our moſt dear Daugh- 
ter the Princeſs Barbara, born Marggravin 
of Brandenburg : And in like manner, that 


We Frederic Duke of Lignitz deſiring to 
contribute as much as it is in our power, 


towards the ſtrengthning of the Friendſhip 


bit Treaty 
Co-frater- 
icy is made 
ith the con- 
ent of the 


ng parties, 


incest, Sons - 


o the contrac- fect, or only one of them, we ſhall perfect 


which unites us, and complying with the 
Praycr of our dear and well-beloved Cou- 
ſin the Marggrave, Joachim Elector of Bran- 
denburg, have promiſed to give in Mar- 
riage our dear Daughter the Princeſs Sophia, 
to the eldeſt Son of the ſaid Marggrave and 
Elector, to wit, to the illuſtrious Prince 


John George, Marggrave of Brandenburg 


the whole conformably to the two Con- 
tracts of Marriage, which have already paſs d 
on this Subject, ſigned, and agreed by all the 
Partics. This double Marriage and Treaty of 
Friendſhip having principally for its end the 
Glory of God, our Welfare and SatisfaQtion, 
as well as the Advantage, the Repoſe and 
the Proſperity of our States, and of our 
Subjects. Declaring nevertheleſs, that in 
caſe the ſaid Marriages ſhould not take ef- 


the 
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the preſent Treaty of Co. fraternity: which 
Reſolution we have taken aftcr mature De- 
liberation, by the Advice as well of the 

Princes our Sons, as of our Counſellors, 2 '* Pre 
Prelates, High- Officers and Gentlemen, as Gentlemen, ] 
alſo of our Vaſſals and our Cities, ground- e 
ing Our ſelves on the Permiſſion, Favour, 4 , 
and anticnt Privileges which have been e permiſſion 
granted unto Us by our moſt honoured Xing 7. 
and dear Couſins the high and puiſſant — — 
Princes Vladiſlaus and Lewis Kings of Hun- 
gary and Bohemia of glorious Memory; 

the firſt by Letters given at Breflau, dated 
Monday after Palm- Sunday, in the Year of 
Grace 1511; and the ſecond, to wit, the King 
Lewis, by Patents given at Ofen, dated Mon- 

day after the Feaſt of the Viſitation of the 
Virgin, in the Year 1524. Which Favours, 
Permiſlion and Privileges, have been ſince 
renewed and confirmed by the moſt high FER” 
and moſt puiſfant Prince and Lord Ferdi- 4, Fer 
nand King of the Romans, of Hungary and 
Bohemia, and by new Letters ſigned with 
the Scal of his Majeſty. Grounding Our 
ſelves therefore on the Permiſſion, Fayours, 
and Privileges which have been conferred 
on Us in general, and to each of Us in 
icular, as alſo to the Countries incor- 
porated and ſubjeR to the Crown of Bohe. 


E 3 mĩa; 
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mia; Being moreover inclined thereto by 
the conſtant Friendſhip, which we have mu- 
tually engaged to cach other, and, deſiring 
to procure by this means, the Good and Ad- 
vantage of our States and our Subjects, 
we have reſolved to make a Treaty of here” 
ditary Co: fraternity, with reſpect to our 
Poſſeſſions and States, agrecing, engaging, 
and uniting Our ſelves for this end, as we 
agree, engage and unite Our ſelves by way 
of hereditary Co fraternity by virtue of 
theſe preſent Letters, in the manner and 
form following: 

Ne Treaty of In the firſt place, there ſhall be a ſincere, 
— brotherly, and laſting Friendſhip between 
ed beute. Us, our Heirs and our Deſcendants, pro- 
miſing mutually to aſſiſt, to honour, and 
defend each the other, to remove every 
thing that may be prejudicial, and to pro- 
cure the Good each of the other, as well in 
Words as in Deeds, each to the utmoſt of 
his Power, and on every occaſion, ſincere- 
ly, and as being thereunto equally intereſted- 
584 F And in caſe it ſhall pleaſe God, That we 
rf eaſe 3 "Frederic Duke of Sileſia and Lignitz, &c. 
port or our Male-Deſcendants begotten in lawful 
Line gv, Marriage ſhould happen to die without 
begper eſa jeaving male legitimate Iſſue, capable of 

ſucceeding to our Fiefs, in ſuch ſort that 


there 


CELTS, 
there ſhall remain none alive iſſued trom 
our Blood; Then, aftcr the Death of the laſt 
Male, born in lawful Marriage of Us, or 
of our forementioned Deſcendants, all our 
Principalitics, States, Subjects, Caſtles, Bai- g, ral 
liwicks, Provoſtſhips, Cities ſituated in the 2 * 7 LAY 
Principalitics of Lignitz and of Brieg, with — of Lig- 
the Bailiwicks depending on them, likewiſe ®* 
the Bailiwicks, Caſtles, and Citics, having a 
Court of Juſtice therein, of Hanau, Goldberg, 
Groetzberg,Luben, Wohlau, Steinau, Rauden, 
Wientzig, Hernſtadt, Rutzen, Ohlau, Streh- 
len, Nimptſch, the Halt near the Pool, 
Creutzberg, and Pitſchen, as alſo Treb- 
nitz and Conſtadt where there is a Court 
of Judicature, and which are mortgaged to 
Vs on condition of redemption for twenty 
four thouſand five hundred Florins of Hun. 
gary, with the Rights of Hunting, Safe- 
Conduct, Toll and judicial Power, as alſo 
the Prelates, Counts, and Lords, the free 
Lands, the Fiefs, with their Prerogatives 
and Dependances, as well eccleſiaſtical as 
temporal; in fine, all the Eſtates in our 
Paſſe ſſion now, or that we ſhall hereafter 
acquire the poſſeſſion of in Propriety or 
by Mortgage, and all that our Deſcendants, 
to the very laſt of our Race and Iſſue of our 
. ſhall leave behind them, ſhall belong 
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Which ga 


fall to the 


4 
to our deat and well beloved Couſin the 


og Jea- Elector Joachim, and to the Marggraves 


"And to the 


2 


his Male Offspring, lawful Heirs of his 
Fiefs, and Electors of Brandenburg from 
generation to generation for ever. And in 
caſe, it ſhall ſo fall out that there ſhall then 
be none left alive, We will that the faid Poſ- 
ſeſſions and States belong to his illuſtrious 
Brother Prince John, Marggrave of Bran- 
denburg, and to his male Children, iſſued 
from lawful Marriage, and in default of 
them, to ſuch of the Marggraves of Fran- 
conia, their Couſins, of whatſocver Branch 
he be, to whom the Marches of Branden- 
burg ſhall happen to fall, and who ſhall ſix 
on the Electoral Throne, that he may en- 
joy the ſaid States as his Inheritance, and 
without their being liable to Partition. 
Deſiring that our ſaid States, ſuch as they 
are at preſent in our poſſeſſion, or ſuch as 
we or our Heirs may hercafter poſſeſs, ei- 
ther in Property, or by Mortgage, ſhall 
paſs according to the Order of Kin, the 
uſual Law, the Cuſtoms and Privileges that 
have been granted to the Country, firſt of 
all to our Couſin the Elector, if the caſe 


| ſhould happen, and after him to ſuch of 


his Deſcendants who fhall ſurvive the laſt 
Male of the Family of Lignutz, whole Fiefs 
{hall 
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ſhall then become vacant. All the ſaid 
Poſſeſſions of Lignitz and of Bricg, with 
their Dependencies, as well as the Prelates, 
Lords, Gentlemen, and Caſtles, Citics and 
Bailiwicks, without any Exception, ſhall 
belong to him, as to the hereditary Lord, 


to whom the Propriety of theſe Eſtates be- 
longs hereditarily and irrevocably. 


Provided however, that our dear and 

well-beloved Couſin the Marggrave Joachim 
Elector of Brandenburg agrees, accepts, and 

| ratifies the preſent Treaty of hereditary 
Co-fraternity, by a particular Writing, which 
he ſhall dcliver over to Us, and which ſhall 
confirm the ſaid Agreement, ſuch as it has 
been drawn up, ſigned and ſcaled. Declar- a ac 
ring alſo that if the ſaid Elector accepts not /-c preſent 
the Treaty, and that he does not accept and Me 
ratify it within the Space of three months 
from the date hereof, in ſuch calc neither 
He himſelf, nor his Heirs, ſhall pretend to 
any thing by virtue of this preſent Conven- 
tion, nor ſhall have any Right of Expectancy 
to the Countries and States aboye-mentioned. 
And that if our dear and well beloved Couſin 
| the Marggrave Joachim Elector of Branden- 
| burg, his Heirs, or the Heirs of theſe, or 
his Couſins the Marggraves of Franconia 
and their Deſcendants in the male Line, and 


1 Heirs 
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Heirs of their Fiefs ſhall not acquieſce in 
this Treaty, that then, neither We, nor our 
Heirs ſhall lie under no obligation with re- 
ſpect to the preſent Agreement. But if the 
Marggrave John of Brandenburg refuſes to 
ratify it, in ſuch caſe We and our Hcirs 
ſhall not be the leſs obliged towards the 
Elector, the Marggraves of Franconia, and 
their male legitimate Offipring, and Heirs 
of their Ficfs, to perpetuity, in ſuch ſort as 
that we ſhall be obliged to obſerve on our 
part the preſent Treaty of Co- fraternity; and 
that if after Us, the male Line of our De- 
ſcendants Heirs of our Fiefs ſhould happen 
to fail, all our Lands and States above- 
mentioned, ſhall nevertheleſs fall to the ſaid 
Elector of Brandenburg, to his male De- 
ſcendants, and in default of theſe, to the 
Marggraves of Franconia, and to their male 
Deſcendants and feudal Heirs; to wit, to 
him of them who ſhall reign in the Marches, 
and ſhall then be Elector of Brandenburg: 
This Right being to pals from generation to 
generation, as it has been already ſaid, al- 
tho' our dear Brother the Marggrave John 
of Brandenburg ſhould refuſe to ratify the 

preſent Treaty. 
We declare however, that it is not our 
intention to prejudice hereby in the leaſt 
the 


11 
the engagements we ſtand in to the King of 
Bohemia, nor to the Services and Dues 
which we are held by towards him. For if 
it ſhould happen that aftet our deceaſe and 
the deccaſe of our Heirs, the Line of our De- 
ſcendants ſhall become extinct, and our 
States and Principalities devolve to our dear 
and wcll-beloved Couſin the Marggrave Jo- 
achim. Elector of Brandenburg, or to his 
Heirs and his Deſcendants; then, and at 
whatever time that ſhall happen, they ſhall 
not fail to render to the Crown of Bohe- 4 Renee 


mia the ſame Servi ICS that we owe it, and 222 the 


which we have paid it to this preſent time. Fi" of Be- , 
And to this we Joachim Marggrave and 22 of of Loa 


Elector of Brandenburg do expreſly engage . 
Our ſelves, and promiſe to obſcrve as well 
Our ſelves, as our Heirs and Deſcendants, 


if the above-mentioned States ſhould ever 
happen to fall ro Us. 


To make a Return on our ſide to the . KEA 
Friendſhip which our dear and well-beloved T — 
Couſin the Duke Frederic of Lignitz and 2 4 
Brieg has expreſſed towards Us, in making _ 224 
over his States and Principalities to Us, by , %“ 
this preſent Treaty of hereditary Co fra- | 
rernity z We Joachim, Marggrave and Elec- 


tor of Brandenburg, &c. promiſe by theſe 
Preſents, 
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Preſents, for Us, our Heirs and our De- 
ſcendants for ever, to the ſaid Duke of Lig- 
nitz, and to his male Deſcendants Heirs of 
his Ficts, as an Expectancy aſſured to them, 
that if cycr the male Line deſcending from 
the illuſtrious Prince our dear and wcell-beloy- 
cd Brother, Marggrave John of Brandenburg, 
ſhould come to fail, ſo that there ſhould nor 
remain any Males iſſued from him, capable 
of inheriting his Fiefs, or elſe if ever the 
male Line of our Deſcendants is extinct, 
an there ſhould be none remaining iſſued 
from us in lawiul Marriage, capable of ſuc- 
ceeding to our Fiefs; then, and at whatever 
time that ſhall happen, our before-mentioned 
dcar and well-beloved Couſin Frederic Duke 
of Lignitz, his male Children or Deſcen- 
dants, iſſued from lawful Marriage, and his 
feudal Hcirs, ſhall obtain, as Eſtates devol- 
ved to them, our Principalities, and Lord- 
ſhips, and Lands under- mentioned, to wit, 
Croilen, Zullichow, Sommerfeld with the 
little Territory of Bobersberg, the Lordſhip 
of Cottbus, Peitz, Zoſſen, Tcupzlc, Beer- 
walde, and the Court of Great Liebenau, 
to enjoy them, in the ſame manner as our 
dear and welkbeloved Couſin the Elector 
and his Anceſtors of glorious memory, have 
poſſeſſed them, and ſuch as they have been 

tranſmitted 
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tranſmitted to us, and to our dear Brother, 
and as we enjoy them at preſent, holding 
them as Fiefs of the reigning King and of 
the Crown of Bohemia. Deſiring not only, 
that the above-mentioned States ſhall entire- 
! ly belong to them, but likewiſe all others 
Which We or our Deſcendants may acquire 
in the Countries depending on the Crown 
of Bohemia. All which Poſſeſſions and States 
the above-mentioned Prince Duke of Lignitz, 
| his Heirs, and the Males deſcending from him 
for ever, ſhall poſſeſs as their Inheritance, 
and as if they had come to them by the title 
of real kin, or according to ordinary Courſe 
of Law, the Cuſtoms, Liberties, Privileges 
and antient Conſtitutions of the Country, 
holding them in propricty as hereditary 
Lords, and tranſmitting them to their poſte- 
rity from generation to generation, and for 
| ever. 

| And for the better confirming this preſent i Treavy i 
perpetual and irrevocable Treaty of Here. $%,"*4 7 


Oath as we 


ditary Co- fraternity, We Joachim Marg- 4e, 

grave and Elector of Brandenburg have pro- made cer 

miſed, and promiſe by theſe preſents, for _ 
Our ſelves, our male Children born in law- 

ful Marriage, feudal Heirs and Deſcendants 

from Us in perpetuity, that in any Inheri- 

tance concerning Us, or our ſaid male Heirs 


and 
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and Deſcendants, we ſhall be obliged tocon- 
firm this Hereditary Treaty a-ncw, and to 
ratify it within the ſpace of one month after 
the foremention d occaſion ſhall occur, and 
to promiſe the Obſervation of it, on our 
Word of honour, and by a ſolemn Oath, ſuch 
as we now take. 

If it ſhould happen that our dcar Brother 
the Marggrave John and his male Deſcen. 
dants capable of ſucceeding to his Fiefs, 
ſhould dic before Us, or our Heirs, ſo that 
his States ſhould fall to Us or to our Heirs 
by ſucceſſion; in ſuch Caſe, as well the Pre- 
lates, Lords, Gentlemen and Vaſlals, as the 
Cities of our Principalities, Lordſhips and 
Lands abovementioned, to wit Croſſen, 
Zullichow, Sommerfeld, Bobersberg, Cott- 
bus, Peitz, Zoſſen, Teuptzle, Beerwalde, and 
the poſſeſſor of the Court of great Liebenau, 
as alſo the other Bailiffs, Stewards, Keepers 
of Caſtles, and Adminiſtrators, ſhall be ob- 
liged formally to pay homage withOathto our 
Couſins the Dukes of Lignitz, or to the Princes 
their feudal Heirs and their Deſcendants. 
This they ſhall do as often as the Reigning 
Elector or the Marggrave of Brandenburg, 
who ſhall then be in poſſeſſion of the ſaid 
States, ſhall happen to dic. Promiſing that 
after our Deccaſe ar that of our Heirs, and 

when 


1791 

when there ſhall not be remaining any longer 
a Prince iſſued of our blood, they ſhall ac- 
knowledge for their hereditary Lords and 
Princes of the ſaid States no other than the 
Dukes of Lignitz and of Bricg, who ſhall 
have ſurvived Us, and all our malc Poſterity. 

In like manner we Frederic Duke of Lig- 
nitz, &c. affirm, conſent, and promiſe for 
Us, our Heirs and Deſcendants for ever, that 
on any inheritance concerning Us, our ſaid 
Heirs and Deſcendants Dukes of Lignitz and 
of Brieg, in reſpect to the Electoral Family 
of Brandenburg, as well they as we ſhall be 
obliged to renew and confirm the preſent 
hereditary Treaty, and to promiſe the ob- 
ſervance of it, on our Word of honour, and 
by an Oath like to that which we have juſt 
now taken. We promiſe alſo and oblige 
Our ſelves to our dear Couſin the Marggrave 
Joachim Elector of Brandenburg, to deli- Delivery of 
ver to him, as foon as this preſent Contract „ 
and Treaty of Co fraternity ſhall be executed, — 
and ſhall have acquired all its force, not % Treas 
only the aboyementioned Letters, contain- 
ing the Conceſſions and Advantages which 
the Kings Vladiſlaus and Lewis Kings of 
Bohemia and Hungary have granted to Us, 
but alſo a Copy of the laſt Letters Patent 
which his Majefty Ferdinand King of the 

Romans 


ZCventua ] Ho- 


mage paid by 
the States. 
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Romans, Hungary, and Bohemia at preſent 
reigning, well atteſted, and confirmed by 
the ſubſcription and ſeals of credible Wit- 
neſles, has given to Us, and wherein are con- 
tained new Conceſſions and new Privileges. 

And in conſcquence of all this, the Pre- 
lates, Gentlemen, Vaſlals, the Magiſtrates 
of Cities, High- Officers, Adminiſtrators, and 
other perſons having Authority in our Prin- 
cipalitics, Lordſhips, Caſtles, Cities, Towns, 
Lands, and other Poſſeſſions, having been 
convoked and aſſembled for this purpoſe» 
have paid a formal and eventual Homage on 
the 19th of October, in this Year, to our 
dear Couſin the Marggrave Joachim Elector 
of Brandenburg, as we had agreed they ſhould, 
in the form, and word for word, as follows : 


F-rmular; of We promile Loyalty, ſwear and pay even- 


the eventua 
Homage for 
all Cajcs 
that /hall /rap- 
pen. 


tual Homage to the high and puiſſant Prince 
the Lord Frederic the eldeſt Duke of Sileſia, 
of Lignitu and of Brieg, and to his legiti- 
mate and feudal Heirs- male, and to all their 
Deſcendam s for ever, as to our natural and 
hereditary l. ords and Princes; and in default 
of the ſaid Lord Duke, and all his male 
Deſcendants, to the moſt high and puiſſant 
Prince, the Lord Marggrave Joachim Elec- 
tor of Brandenburg, and to his legitimate 
malc-Children and Heirs of his Fiefs, who 

| ſhall 
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ſkall ſucceed to the Electorate of Brandenbutg 
hereafter and for ever. And in caſe the 
ſaid Lord Elector ſhould not be alive, nor 
any one of his Deſcendants of the male Line, 
to the high and puiſſant Prince the Marg- 
grave John of Brandenburg, to his legiti- 
mate male-Children feudal Hcirs, and to all 
his male Deſcendants for ever. And further; 
in caſe there ſhould not remain any of the 
ſaid Deſcendants, to the Princes Couſins of 
the abovementioned Lord Elector, the Marg- 
graves of Franconia, whether of the one or 
of the other Branch, who ſhall be Electors 
of Brandenburg. Which Order we will fol- 
low if the ſaid Lord Marggrave John con- 
ſents to the Treatiesthat have been concluded, 
and will ratify and approve them under his 
ſeal. In failure of which, we ſhall keep to 
the Order already ſet forth, to wit, in the 
firſt place to the Lord EleQor, then to his 
legitimate male-Children and Heirs of his 
Fiefs, and in failure of theſe and of their 
Deſcendants, to the Couſins of the ſaid Lord 
Elector, to wit, to the Marggraves of Bran- 
denburg and Franconia, to their male-Chil 
dren Heirs of their Fiefs, and to their De- 
ſcendants, who ſhall then be Electors of 
Brandenburg. And we will likewiſe obſerve 


| the like Order in caſe the Lord Marggrave 


John will not ratify the preſent Treaty of 
3 hereditary 
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hereditary Co- fraternity, and the Electorate 
of Brandenburg ſhould fall to him by Inhe- 
ritance, or to any one of the Princes his Chil | 
dren, for then we ſhall return notwithſtand- 
ing to the eldeſt of the Marggraves of Fran- 
conia who ſhall be then reigning, and to their 
male Deſcendants, born in law ful Marriage, 
and Heirs of their Ficfs, the whole as it has 
been ſettled in the Treaty of hereditary Co- 
fraternity paſſed between the Lords the Elec- 
tor and Prince abovementioned. We there- 
fore cxpreſly promiſe, that if the abovemen- 
tioned Lord Frederic eldeſt Duke of Lignitz 
and of Bricg and his legitimate malc-Chil- 
dren and Heirs of his Fiefs, and his De- 
ſcendants in the male Line, ſhould happen 
ever to fail, ſo that there remained none of 
them alive, Then, we will return to the above- 
mentioned Lord Joachim Marggrave and 
EleQor of Brandenburg, &c. and after himto 
his legitimate male- Children and feudal Heirs, 
and in failure of theſe, to the aforeſaid Marg- 
grave John and his legitimate Children and 
feudal Heirs, if the ſaid Lord Marggrave ſhall | 
ratify the preſent Treaty; and moreover 
after them, to wit, if the ſaid Marggrave | 


nor any of his Deſcendants ſhould be liv- | 


ing, to the other Couſins of the ſaid Lord | 
Elector the Marggraves of Franconia, and 
after 
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aftcrwards to their male Children, lawful 
Heirs of their Fiefs, and to their Deſcendants 
from Generation to Generation, keeping 
faith to them, and rendring to them the 


obedience which we owe to them, as well 


on account of their Fiets, as othcrwile, 
procuring their good, diverting that which 
may be prejudicial to them, and paying to 
them the ſervices to which we are bound, 
in quality of Vaſlals. Promiſing alſo, that 
in caſe of a Demiſe, we will always take the 
Oath, and pay cventual Homage to them, 
in the preſcribed form, without ever making 
the leaſt alteration in it, and that we will 
always and on all occaſions behave our ſelves 
towards our hereditary Princes and Lords, 
as it becomes Vaſſals, and faithful and zca- 
lous Subjects. Which we will inviolably 
keep, and ſo help us God, by Jeſus Chriſt 
his only Son our Saviour. It is then in this 
form, and not otherwiſc, that the Dukes of 
Lignitz and of Brieg ſhall for the future re- 
ccive the Oathand Homagcof their States and 
their ſubjects, ſo that every time a Duke 
Regent of Lignitz and of Brieg ſhall happen 
to die, his relations who ſhall ſurvive him, 
ſhall be obliged to give advice of it to the 
Elector of Brandenburg, who ſhall then be 
* and ſhall be of the contracting 
F 2 Family. 
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Family. Giving him notice of it a month 
before the performance of the hereditary 
homage, that the ſaid EleQor may aſſiſt 
therein in perſon, or by his Envoys, after 
which the States of Lignitz ſhall pay homage 
in the manner above preſcribed. 

In caſe the Marggrave John has ratified 
this preſent Convention, or his deccaſo 
ſhould happen without leaving Children or 
Heirs-male, ſo that his States be devolved to 
Us Joachim Marggrave and Elector of Bran- 
denburg, &c. or to any of our Deſcen- 
dants; Then We or our Heirs ſhall be holden 
ro obſerve, in reſpect to the homage that 
the Countries comprehended in this Treaty 
of Co fraternity owe us, the ſame thing that 
is above ſettled relating to the Countries of 
Lignitz and of Bricg, giving notice on every 
Demiſe to the Duke of Lignitz a month be. 
fore the performance of homage, as it has 
been above ſaid. 

Moreover, We Joachim Marggrave and 
Elector of Brandenburg, will, according as 
it is our duty to do, pray his Majeſty rhe 
King of the Romans to grant unto Us, in 
quality of King of Bohemia and Duke of Si- 
leſia his conſent in reſpect to the countries 
which we have cauſed to be comprehended 
in the preſent Treaty of Co- fraternity; and 

— 


C 85 J 
if our dear Brother the Marggrave John will 
acquicice in the ſaid Treaty, or elſe if he 
ſhould deceaſe without male and feudal Heirs, 
before Us or before our male and feudal 
Heirs; in theſe two Caſes, and in the ſpace 
of a month after the demiſe, the States of 
the ſaid countries, that belong to Us he- 
reditarily as Fiefs, or by mortgage, and 
which are comprehended in the preſent 
Treaty of Co fraternity, ſhall take the Oath, 


and pay the hereditary homage in the man- 


ner above preſcribed, to Us Frederic Duke 
of Lignitz, to our legitimate male- Children, 
feudal Heirs, and to all our Deſcendants in 
the male line. | 

But as for the States in regard to which 
We Frederic Duke of Lignitz have obliged 
Our ſelves in this Treaty of Cor fraternity, 
all that has been ſaid above relating to them, 


| ſhall be exactly fulfilled ; ſo that if the con- 


ſent of his Majeſty the King of the Romans 
cannot be obtained on this occaſion, we 
will nevertheleſs inviolably fulfil all that we 


have promiſed to our dear and well-beloved 


Couſin the EleQor of Brandenburg, &c. to 
his Heirs and to his Deſcendants male to per- 


petuity, without departing from it in any 


manner whatever. As long as there ſhall 
be remaining alive a male legitimate and 
F 3 feudal 
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feudal Hcir of thc blood of the one of the 
two contracting parties, the other ſhall 
not claim any Right to the inheritance 
of the other, and ſhall allow the faid 
Heir to enjoy all that ſhall belong to him, 
without diſquicting him any ways in the 
poſſeſſion or government of his States, 


which he ſhall enjoy 1n tranquillity to his 
death. 


If any one of Us ſhall find himſelf obliged, 


aſe where be it towards the furniſhing the expence of 


itted to ali. 


ſome expedition, or on account of ſome 


ate _ burthenſome War, or even to redeem him- 


ſelf from captivity, to ſell or mortgage any 
Cities or Caſtles or Bailiwicks; he ſhall be 
at liberty to do it, after having given notice 
of it to the other party. And he ſhall be 
at liberty alſo to mortgage certain Baili- 
wicks or Villages for a Sum of Money, if he 
ſhould happen to fall under any neceſſity as 
preſſing as thoſe above ſpecified; and in 
the ſaid Calc thoſe Bailiwicks and Villages 
hall neyerthelcſs continue to belong to the 
States 2nd Principalitics of which they are 
a part, without being diſmembred from them. 
But if one of Us, having a deſign to aggran- 
dizc his States, and to acquire new territories 
and poſſeſſions, either ing propriety, or on 
condition of neden. ſhould find them- 

ſelves 
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ſelves obliged to ſell or mortgage any Towns 
or other places, of leſs value than thoſe he 
intends to acquire; he ſhall alſo be at li- 
berty to do it, but in this caſe, as well as 
in the preceding ones he ſhall be obliged 
to offer to the other the ſale of thoſe Lands 
or Poſſeſſions he has a mind to part with, 
preferably to all others. 

If it happens that by the death of one of Security for 
Us, or by the total extinction of the male 2% 
Line of his Deſcendants, the other enters 
J into the poſſeſſion of the States which ought 
to fall to him by virtue of this Treaty of 

Co-fraternity, he ſhall make no change in 
what has been aſſigned for the Portion or 
the Dowry of the Princeſſes, but he ſhall 
act in this reſpect conformably to the rights 
and cuſtoms eſtabliſhed in the States which 
arc fallen to him. And if the portion due 
to the Princeſſes, and which is regulated by 
cuſtom cſtabliſhcd in the two houſes, has not 
been payed, whether the ſaid Princeſſes be 
married or not, there ſhall be paid unto them 
without any difficulty their Portion ſuitable 
to their birth and their condition. 
He of Us who ſhall inherit, or whoſe 
Deſcendants in the male Line ſhall come to 
inherit by virtue of the preſent Treaty, the rin 
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leaving any male poſterity behind him, ſhall 
allow the ſubjeds of the Principality which 
devolves to him, as well Eccleſiaſticks as ſe- 
cular, the enjoyment of all their Privileges, 
Franchiſes, and laudable Cuſtoms, without 
moleſting them in this reſpect, or troubling 
them in any manner; he ſhall even confirm 
to them their ſaid privileges, ſhall maintain, 
and protect them as his natural Subjects. 

All which points and articles, We the 
ſaid Elector and Princes will obſerve in all 
reſpects, and keep inviolably, as we have re- 
ciprocally promiſed cach other on our Word 
of honour, on the Faith of a Prince, and by 
the Oath which we have taken for that pur- 
poſe: No ways endeavouring to raiſe difficul- 
ties in relation to the ſaid articles, nor to 
give them any forced ſenſe, but explaining 


them according to their natural meaning, 


according to the Terms of this Convention, 
ſimply, without any evaſion, fraud, chi- 
cane or malice. In witneſs whereof, and 


to render the ſaid Conv ention more authen- 


tick, We Joachim Marggrave and Elector of 


Brandenburg, and We Frederic the eldeſt 
Duke of Lignitz and of Brieg, have as well 
in our name, as in that of our Heirs and of 
all our Deſcendants, ſigned the preſent Treaty 
of hereditary Co-fraternity, with our own 
8 E 1 
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hand, and cauſcd our Scal to be affixed to 
it; having alſo, to wit, we the Duke Fre- 
deric cauſed to be ſigned and to be con- 
firmed with Oath the ſaid Treaty by our 
two Sons the Dukes Frederic and George 
of Lignitz; As on the other part, We Jo- 
achim Marggrave and Elector of Branden- 
burg, have promiſed, that when our two 
Sons the Margraves John George and Fre- 
deric have attaincd the age of Majority, 
they ſhall ſign and confirm the preſent 
Treaty by Oath, if they ſhall be required 
ſo to do by our dear Couſin Duke Fredcric 
of Lignitz, or his Hcirs. The whole bonu 
| fide without any manner of Deccit. Done 
at Lignitz, Friday after the feaſt of St. Gall, 
in the Year of Grace 1537. 


 Joacnim, Elector. 
FREDERIC, Duke of Lignits. 
FREDERIC, the Jon, Duke of 
Lignitæ. 


GEORGE, Duke of Lignitæ. 


The Elector and the abovementioned Princes 
have taken in perſon the underwritten 
Oath, repeating it word for word, in con- 
 firmation of this Treaty of hereditary Union: 
I promiſe exactly to obſerve in all and 
every part, and faithfully and without fraud 
| to 
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to execute this Treaty of Union and hetedi- 
tary Co- fraternity, according to all the points 
and articles contained in it; and ſo God help 
me and his holy Goſpel. 


Letter G. 


C1TATION directed in 1546 to the Dukes 
and Princes of Lignitz on account of 
the Treaty of hereditary Co-fratern.ty 
paſſed with the Elector of Branden- 
burg, and confirmed, as well by Oath, 
as by the Homage that was paid in 


conſequence thereof. 
V E FERDINAND by the Grace of 
God King of the Romans always 


Auguſt, King of Germany, of Hungary, Bo- 
hemia, Dalmatia and Croatia, Infant of 


Spain, Archduke of Auſtria, Marquis of 


Moravia, Duke of Luxemburg and of Si- 
leſia, Marquis of Luſatia. To our beloved 
and truſty Couſins, Frederic, and his Sons 
Frederic and George Dukes of Sileſia, of 
Lignitz and of Brieg, wiſhing them all 
ſort of Happineſs. Truſty and Beloved. 
The Eſtates of our Kingdom of Bohemia 
having complained to Us, in their laſt Diet, 
That on the Friday after the Feaſt of St. Gall 
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in the Year 1537, and alſo the 19th of 
October the ſamc Year, You and your 
States aſſembled at Lignitz, to wit, as well 
the Prelates, the High- Nobility and Gentle- 
men, as the Magiſtrates of Cities, Bailiffs, 
Adminiſtrators, and other Perſons in autho- 
rity, have undertaken to make a pretended 
Treaty of Co- fraternity, followed by an 
eventual Homage, and containing danger- 
ous Articles and Engagements with the 
Marggrave Joachim Elector of Branden- 
burg, Duke of Stetin, Pomerania, Caſſu- 
bia, and Vandalia, Which pretended Trea- 
ty, as alſo the cventual Homage which fol- 
lowed it, was contrary to the antient Pri- 


vileges, Liberties, Franchiſes, Conventions, 


Conſtitutions, Confederations, Uſages and 
other Rights of the Crown of Bohemia, and 
of the States depending thereon, as alſo to 
the Engagements which You ſtand in to- 
wards it; being alſo very prejudicial to the 
Intereſts and Advantage not only of the 
Crown of Bohemia, but alſo of all its Mem- 
bers and all its States, entirely oppoſite to 
the public Good, and that it ought therefore 
to be declared null, and cancelled, as con- 
trary to the Right, and obnoxious to the 
Crown of Bohemia, and the States depending 
thercon: Moſt humbly and moſt carneſtly 


praying 
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praying Us to cauſg You to be cited in 
their Name to appear in Juſtice. We 
therefore being willing ta conform to their 
Requeſt, and to the Obligation under which 
we lie to do Juſtice to every one, by reaſon 
of the Royal Authority and Dignity with 
which we are inveſted, have granted the 
Requeſt of our ſaid States of Bohemia; 
Wherefore we cite You, expreſly and pe- 
remptorily inſiſting and ordaining by theſe 
Preſents, to all and every one of you, to 
appear in Perſon on Tueſday after the Sun- 
day Quaſimodogentti,to wit, the 4th of May 
next, in the morning, in our City of Breſlau, 
and before Our ſelves in the Imperial Pa- 
lace, bringing with you ſuch juſtifying Pa- 
pers and Proofs, which you think you may 
alledge, to anſwer to the Demands and Com- 
plaints which our Officers and Attorneys 
of our Crown of Bohemia make againſt 
You, and to produce your Reaſons, and all 
that you have to alledge in your Defence: 
Promiſing to perſevere till the final Deci- 
ſion of the Affair, and the definitive Sen- 
tence, which as it concerns You, as well as 
your adverſe Party, We ſhall therein pro- 
cecd whether You ſhall be preſent or not, 
at the Requeſt of the appearing Party. Of 

which 
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which You are to take notice. Given at 


Olmutz the laſt day of May 1546. 


Letter GG. 


The partial and unjuſt Sentence given m 


1546 at Breſlau, annulling and making 
void the aforeſaid Treaty of hereditary 
Co-fraternity paſſed between the Elec- 


tor of Brandenburg and the Dukes 
of Lignitz. 


E FERDINAND, by the Grace of 
God, King of the Romans, always 
Auguſt, King of Germany, of Croatia, &c. 
Infant of Spain, Archduke of Auftria, 
Marquis of Moravia, Duke of Luxemburg, 
and of Sileſia, Marquis of Luſatia, &c. 
Make it known by theſe Preſents to all 
thoſe whom it may concern, That our 
truſty and beloved N. to wit, the Nobility, 
Vaſſals, Magiſtrates, Clergy and Citizens, 
conſtituting the States of our Kingdom of 
Bohemia, having complained, during the 
holding of the laſt Diet aſſembled at Prague, 
That our truſty and beloved Couſins, 
the Prince Frederic, and his Sons, Frederic 
and George Dukes of Sileſia, of Lignitz, 


and of Brieg, had undertaken to make a 


Treaty of hereditary Co- fraternity with our 
dear 
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dcar Couſin the Marggrave Joachim of Bran- 
denburg, Arch-Chamberlain and Elector of 
the Roman Empire, Duke of Stctin, of 
Pomerania, Caſſubia and Vandalia, Burg- 
grave of Nuremberg, Princeof Rugen, &c. 
Which Treaty they have even put in Execu- 
tion, although contrary to the Rights, Pri- 
vileges, Conventions, Conſtitutions, Alli- 
ances, Incorporations and Confederations 
of our Crown of Bohemia, to the great 
Diſadvantage thereof, and of our ſaid States, 
moſt humbly and moſt earneſtly entreating 
Us, on account, That the ſaid Treaty of 
Co- fraternity is highly prejudicial to them, 


and intirely contrary to the Intereſts of the 


Crown of Bohemia, and all its Members, 
to cite in their Name the ſaid Dukes of Lig- 
nitz, to appear in judgment and to ſee Juſtice 
done in this matter; Which Requeſt we have 
granted to them by the Royal Authority 
with which we are inveſted, with a deſign of 
ſatisfying as well our Deſire, as the Obliga- 
tion we lic under to do Juſtice to every 
one: Having therefore to this end, and in 
quality of King of Bohemia, and Duke of 
Sileſia, peremptorily cited both Parties to 
appear before Us on Tueſday after the Sun- 
day Quaſimodogeniti, to wit, the 4th Day 
of this inſtant May, in our City of Breſlau, 
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n and before Our ſelves, at the Imperial Pa- 
— lace; On the one ſide have appeared, the 
* Feudal States of our Crown, by their At- 
"ff torneys, authorized and furniſhed with their 
A full Powers as Plaintiffs, and on the other 
= part the three aboye-mentioned Dukes of 
=> Lignitz, in Perſon, as Defendants. But 
«| whercas the Duke Frederic of Lignitz could 
15s not preſent himſelf before Us, nor aſſiſt at 
1 the Sentence which was to be given, by 
"= reaſon of an indiſpoſition that he lay under, 
"I the Princes Frederic and George his Sons, 
= have appeared as well in his Name as for 
1, themſelves, having been ſufficiently autho- 
e - | riſed for that purpoſe. After which, having 
8, | heard the Parties for ſeveral days together, 
3 | and taken Cogn:zance of their Demand, 
0 Exceptions, Traverſes, and other Defences, 
e the Matter being ſufficiently canvaſſed, after 
Y mature dcliberation, and with full know- 
= ledge of the Cauſe, We have pronounced 
= and decreed as follows: In the Cauſe be- 
* tween the States of our Realm of Bohemia 
n and their Deputies, Attorneys, Plaintiffs on 
1 one part, and the Dukes Frederic and his 
8 two Sons Frederic and George Dukes of Si- 
—_— leſia of Lignitz and of Brieg, Defendants 
7 on the other part, in reſpect to a Treaty of 
8 hereditary Co- fraternity of which mention 
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is made in the Pleadings of the Cauſe. 
Whereas the Duke Frederic has concluded 
the ſaid Treaty by the Advice of his two 
Sons with the Marggrave Joachim Elector 
of Brandenburg, having digeſted it in wri- 
ting, confirmed it in the moſt authentick 
manner, and cven with Oath, ſubſcribed it 
with his own Hand for himſelf and his 
Deſcendants, and cauſed it to be ſealed 
with his Seal; having alſo, for greater cer- 
rainty, cauſed the ſaid Treaty to be ſigned | 
and confirmed with Oath by his Sons, arid 
made the Subjects and the Inhabitants of 
the Countries, Principalities, Lordſhips, 
Caſtles, Cities and Villages, comprehended | 
in this Treaty of Co-fraternity, to take an | 
Oath, and to pay immediately an eventual 
Homage to the ſaid Elector of Branden- 
>burg : We in quality of King of Bohemia 
and ſupreme Duke of Sileſia, the Parties 
being heard in their Demands, Defences, 
Allegations, and Traverſes; Decrecing 
Juſtice on the whole Matter, have decreed 
and declared, That the above-mentioned | 
Duke Frederic, as Feudatory of our Crown 
of Bohemia, and Dutchy of Sileſia, has had 
no right nor authority to make the ſaid 
Treaty of hercditary Co-fraternity, with 


the Elector of Brandenburg, uniting him- | 
ſelf | 
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ſelf with him by an hereditary brotherly 
Agreement, and pretending, That if he 
himſelf, or his male lcgitimate and feudal 
Heirs ſhould die without leaving any De— 
ſcendants, iſſued of their Blood and of the. 
male Line, all that he holds in Fief of us 
and of our Crown of Bohcmia, and of 
which we have the Property, to wit, the 
States, Caſtles, Bailiwicks, Provoſtſhips and 
Cities of the Principalitics of Lignitz, and 
of Brieg, with all the Bailiwicks which de- 
pend on them, and all the Caſtles, Cities, 
and Towns having a Court of Juſtice, of 
Hey nau, Goldberg, Luben, Groetzberg, and 
other Places ſet forth in the {aid Contract 
and Treaty of hereditary Cos fraternity, 
as well thoſe which he poſſeſſes at preſent, 
as thoſe which He or his Hcirs, to the laſt 
of his male Deſcendants iſſued of his Blood 
ſhall ever acquire, ſhall paſs and be made 
over to the Elector of Brandenburg, who 
ſhall be then reigning, and to his male 
Children, legitimate, and Heirs of his Fiefs; 
and in failure thereof to the Brother of the 
laid Elector, to wit, to our dear Couſin 
Prince john, Marggrave of Brandenburg, 
Duke of Stetin, of Pomerania, Caſſubia 
and Vandalia, Burggrave of Nuremberg, 
and Prince of Rugen; after wards to his le- 

gitimate 
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gitimate male Children and feudal Heirs; and 
further, in failure of theſe, to him of the 
Marggraves of Brandenburg and Franco- 
nia, who ſhall then be reigning in the 
Marches, and ſhall be Elector of Branden- 
burg, to enjoy all the ſaid Poſſe ſſions and 
States, as having the Property of them, 
and as if they had naturally belonged to them 
by right of Kin, and according to the Diſpo- 
ſition of the Laws and Conſtitutions of the 
Country, with power of tranſmittiug them 
by inheritance to their Children and their 
Deſcendants from generation to generation 
to perpetuity: The above-mentioned Fre- 
deric Duke of Lignitz having alſo confirmed 
this Agreement by Oath, cauſed his Sub- 
jects and the Inhabitants of his Cities, 


Towns, and Caſtles, to pay an eventual 


Homage to the ſaid Elector, and cauſed the 
ſaid Treaty to be ſigned and confirmed by 
Oath by his Sons the Dukes Frederic and 
George of Lignitz. For theſe Reaſons, 
and ſccing that the ſaid Treaty, with all its 


Contents, and all that has been done ſub- 
ſequent thereto, is of no Validity, cannot 
of Right ſubſiſt, and ought to be annulled 


and cancelled, and alſo all that has been 


done in conſequence thereof; We, accord- 
ing to our Royal Authority, and as Prince 
and 
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and ſupreme Judge of the States of Sileſia, 
declare the ſaid Convention to be of no 
Validity, annul and cancel it, and all that 
has followed thereon, Ordering the three 
Princes, Father and Sons aboye-mentioned, 
to depart from it, to withdraw, and an- 
nul all the Acts that have been made on 
this Occaſion, and afterwards to cauſe 
them to be brought to Us. Enjoining 


them moreover to diſcharge their Sub- 


jets, in the ſpace of ſix months, coun- 
ting from this preſent day, from the Oath 
and eventual Homage which they have 
paid to the Elector of Brandenburg, and to 
make it appear thereafter by ſufficient Evi. 
dences that they have conformed to this 
Decree, as well by making void the above- 
mentioned Acts, as in diſcharging their 
Subjects from the eventual Homage which 
they have cauſed them to pay to them. Re- 
ſerving to Our ſclves alſo to conſider more 
fully of the Penalty which the Dukes of 


Lignitz have incurr'd on account of this 


preſent Affair. 

The Parties having begg'd of Us to give 
them a Copy in good and duc Form of this 
preſent Decree, We have cauſed it to bc 
iſſucd, and ſcaled with our Seal. 

G2 Given 
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Given in our City of Breſlau the 18th 
of May, in the Vear of Grace 1546. In 
the 16th ycar of our Reign as King of the 
Romans, and in the 1oth of our Reign 
in Hungary and Bohemia. 


Letter H. 


Extract of the Treaty of Gera made on 
the 11th of Fuly 1603, by which it 
appears that the Electors and Marg 
graves of the Houſe of Brandenburg 
cannot alienate any part of their 
States: Fegendorff in particular, be- 
ing always to remain in the ſaid Houſe, 
<without being ever to be alienated 
from it. | 


ND as we have transferred under 
certain Conditions the Dutchy of 
Jægendorf to our ſaid dear and well-be- 
loved Couſin the Elector of Brandenburg, 
at preſent rcigning, who from his paternal 
affection, has ſince made it over to his 
youngeſt Son, to wit, the Prince John 
George Marggrave of Brandenburg, &c. 
Adminiſtrator of the Biſhoprick of Straſ- 
burg, &c. to poſſeſs it as an Allotment, 
and a proper hereditary Paſſeſſion, over 
and above what has been already given 
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him; We conſent and will, that this Dutchy 
remains to the ſaid Prince, and to his male 
Children, Heirs of his Fiefs, but on condi- 


tion that it ſhall not be charged with any 


Debts, and that if the Prince Adminiſtrator 
ſhould happen to die, without leaving Chil- 
dren capable of ſucceeding to his Fiefs, the 
ſaid Dutchy ſhall revert to ſome one of the 
Marggraves of the Blood of Brandenburg, 
and ſhall be reunited a-new to the Poſſeſſions 
of the ſaid Houle, never to be ſeparated 
from it. 

As for the reſt, We refer Our ſelves to 
the Ordinance of the Elector Albert, ſur- 
named the Achilles, ſetting forth that the 
reigning Princes of that Houſe, have no 
Power of alienating, ſelling or mortgaging 
any part ſocver of their States, their Cities, 
Caſtles, and other Poſſeſſions. 


— 


